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PIPES & PIPE TOBACCOS 
NEW 
BEN WADE 
CASSANO OF LONDON 
Since 1498 Since 1860 
Colindale, 
MAURO ete 
ARMELLINI 
Flgged and masculine, 
these handcratted Mediterranean Briar 
pipes are tog quality ata 
reasonabie price. Handmade 
in leh Se 
Naturale, Mare and Luce = 
Made in Raly, these overized, wel-cured ys 
Briar pipes offer a wery cool smoke tilted : 


with a lucite non-oxidizing mouthpiece 


KARL ERIK 


NEW WSR 
BRITANNIA Le" 


DESIGN BERLIN 
Handmade in Germany 
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Chesinut-lashioned of the fimest Greecian 
Briar, ditferent forma of laaves are handmade 
ona meticated ground. Premier comes with 
silver spigot mounting and is availabte in 
many ealagant artistic & classical shapes. 


Sewce 1956 
Executive, Dodler 







NEW 
LA ROCCA 
Plate, Raving 
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GREAT PIPE TOBACCOS 


MERICA’S PREMIER 
Treat yourset! to some of te most popular = 
blends. Each is unique and expertly tinned to Pipe COMPANY 


ak Paget Distributed by James Norman Ltd. 
800-525-5629 © jamesnormanitd.aol.com 


The Finest handmade pipes from England and Italy 


am 


Ferndown: Each pipe is beautifully finished Cominetitio: "La Pipa del Baffa" 

by hand tn England. Handmade Caminetio pipes are the jewel of 
‘ : ssa Italian artistry 
Ferndowns are treated with thetr own blend 


of otls te give the pipe that extra special taste. 









Stefano: 
Exquisite grains. 
Artfully handmade 

in Jitealy 


Jamesnormanitd@aclcom « S015 25,45620 
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10 There and back again 
Brad Pohbmann undertook a pilerimage 
across wo continents pursuing his lowe of 
pipes. 


19 Martin Kane: pipe-smoking 
private eye 
Pipe snaking played a big part in this early 
televidion detective drama. 


J Study in self-reliance 


Amberbcan Paul Hubert moves to County 
Comlall in England and teaches himself 
how to make pipes. 


38 Gustatory gratification with 
praphite 
Experimenting with graphite pipe inserts 
ylelch promising results. 


49 What's in a mame 
There are a bot of fictors to consider when 
& tobacco company ib thinking of a name 
for its latest bberd. 
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Pipe Makers oy 


Thousands of Pipes Available Now Al: "tence 
WWWASMOKING PLP ES. COM 


Ph: 888-360-0345 + info@smokingpipes.com 
www.Smoking Pipes.com* 2 East Hwy 90 - Little River, $C 29566 
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Slow smoking 


You may hawe seen slow smoking comtests: you're given fwo matches, three 
grams of tobacco, a pipe, a tamper ane a sheet of paper, you use both matches 
up front and then smoke for as long as you can. 

Outside the pipe community they would not make for exciting, high- 
(ollar gambling spectator events, though they sometimes get pretty exciting 
at pipe shows when there are onby treo or three smokers left and the smoke is 
petting thin. But let's accept the facts: pipe smoking will never appeal to sports 
Hirenaline junkies—even if we acid singing. abusive judges and public embar- 
rassmcnit. “Lnerican Jia achvertisers are not clamoring for the opportunity to 
sponsor these events. 

Still, | think there should be a cable channel devoted to these combests. Like 
golf tourmanvents, they require participants with a great deal of expertise. Also 
like golf, they would be great to have on the TY when you want to nap on 
the couch. 

admire those people who can keep a pipe lit for so long without relighting. 
[e's certainly a skill that [ve been unable to master. The secrets of slow smok- 
ing have eluded me tor decades. 

[ve read Jacek Schimictt’s fine book (Pipe Saeking Contest) on slow smoking, 
but the strategies he cescnibes seem as tar beyond my abilities as ballet dancing 
Or opening a packet of instant macaroni and cheese without scattering it all 
over the kitchen. There are some: things ['m just not designed to excel at. 

Schmidt describes carctul tamper technique, famping in a piston fashion 
to remove ash from the bowl and encourage oxygen circulation. He describes 
the manipulation ot a singh: burning ember in the tobacco chamber migrat- 
ing from one pocket of unburned tobacco to the mext. He reports on experts 
taking more than three hours to sovoke three grams of tehacco. 

The strategics are interesting, but he may as well be advising that I levitate 
my car onto my ook. Pom mo more capable of keeping a pipe lit for three hours 
than | am of writing John Banzhaf a tan letter. 

Ive competed in two slow smoking contests and never made it beyond 
30 minutes. Two matches? | need two cans of butane. Under noomal circum- 
stances | may relight 20 times per bowl—l never counted because higher math 
intimitiates me. And when my pipe is lit, [ smoke hart—no moderation for 
me. The slow and careful combustion of one tehecco particle at a time while 
watching the second hand of a timer creep fonvard is antithetical to my 
nature. 

[like lots of smoke. D like to blow smoke rings. I like plumes and billows of 
smoke to bathe in so that every square inch of my hair, skin and clothing recks 
Of tobacco. That way when | walk inte a grocery store, soccer manus are horrer- 
stricken and bwerd their Kids out the exits and away trom the smelly tobacco 
man whose very odor can cause them to drop like mosquitoes in a cloud of 
DOT. | like bank cashiers to wrinkle their noses and exclaim, “Who on earth 
is buming a dead polecat in here?" 

And [like to breathe on people. Why breath is similar to that of a homeless, 
coffer-swilling tobacco weevil. [f people don't take at least two steps hack 
and pull their shirts up ower their noses when conversing with me, I've cone 
something wrong. 

$0, while | applaud those who can co it, allot my natural instincts keep me 
from successful slow smoking. Show tax retum completion | have mastered, 
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| Master Pipe Artisans - Kai Nielsen, Karsten Tarp, 

Presenting Svend Hangaard and Joao Reis have gained the respect 
Fine Handmade Pipes and admiration of discriminating pipe connoisseurs 

i from Denmark throughout the world. Their stunning masterpieces 


would be a fine addition to any collection. 


7, 


Kai Nielsen 
’ Jewel of Denmark 
Kai Nielsen (KNID2191) 
Jewe] of Denmark 

(KNJD2195) 




















Karsten Tarp 
Skuder 
(KTOS202) 





(KN4¥1684) 


Karsten Tarp 


Karsten Tarp 
Drakar Batr 
(KTO4142) (KTBI2012) 


= - 
== 
Svend Hangaard 


Svend Hangaard Smooth Blowtish 
Smooth Bamboo (SHIS35) 
(SHI982) 














Joao Reis Joao Reis 

Smooth Bamboo ‘Tudpole 

(IR4039) (IR3635) 
Joao Reis 
Harpaoti 
(JR4841) 


MONJURE INTERNATIONAL USA 204 SHADOWLAWN DRIVE 
JAMESTOWN, NC 27282-9623 (336) 889-2390 FAX: (336) 889-9437 
... You may contact us via E-mail: pipadolce@aol.com 


his ad and previous ads: www.monjureinternational.com 
Photography: |. Keight - Greensboro, WC 
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His behind-the-scenes recollections were 
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conained pipe smoking tips as well 
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Mipedom” feature, a Kincool bargain base 
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FREE SHIPPING®* WITH PUR NS y ss BULK TOBACCO! 
TINNED - TO BAGG OS INCLUDE: 
DUNH#LEL pee SPECIAL BROWN FLAKE 
PETERSON ASTLEY’S NO.109 
MACBAREN oo wee =e ‘© ERINMORE FLAKE 7 
TOWNSMAN CAVENDISH SILVER. FIELD & STREAM — 
» SOLANILGREEN gam “CAPTAIN BLACK & 
= CAO BLUE NOTE SAMUEL GAWITH KENDAL CREAM *s 
* Pw. Sie S— CORNELL & DIEHL 
TOWNS MAN CAVENDISH BLUE 
EB MY OWN evi @® REINER pe hie LABEL PROFESSIONAL 


SAVINELLI . MY OWN BLEND fire 
MCCLELLAND t=” COUNTRY DOCTOR = 

SAMUEL-GAWITH SQUADRON LEADER 

TOWNSMAN CAVENDISH-BLACK 


Viesise 7 
ye eee 
CAO SWEET VANILLA HONEYDEW 


> Gm ERINMORE MIXTURE 
) SOLANI SWEET MYSTERY (23 
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} eae at the same rate as rodl-youur- 
Own tobacco—taking the tax from $2.8311 
per found to the preposterous bevel of 
“$24.78 per pound. The proposed bill has 
been referred to the House Committee on 
Ways and Means for study, which gives 
all of is pipe smokers an opportunity to 
do all we can to try to stop this senseless 
Mease contact your representatives 
and senators and let them know that 
| weve had enough. Tell your Congress 
members that you're a pipe smoker 
and a voter and their support of this 
| bill will lose your support of them. If 
you don't know the contact informa- 
| ton of your representatives, visit the 
| Web site fitps:uritenep fnrse gov 


Nick Spericer 
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Holmes homage 

1 recently took a date to see the new 
Shetleck Holmes movie staring Robert 
Downey |r and Jude Law. 

While traditional fans of the 
famous detective might be upset with 
Downey's depiction of Holmes and 
Law's portrayal of Dr. John Watson, 
| found their interpretations of the 
famous duo interesting and fresh. 

While Downey eschewed the deer- 
stalker hat and magnifying glass, | 
was very happy te see him keep one 
Shetlock Holmes trademark item— 
his pipe. It warmed my heart to see 


Holmes’ pipe smoking play important : 


roles in several of the movie's key 


‘scenes, proving that the trusty briar 


can be handy in more ways than one, 


Art tonat 
Fishers, Dadian 


Appreciate the basics 

abe Harrison's Back to Basics series has 
been one of the best regular additions to 
BST in some time. 


The laut Back to Basics feature on 


vileanite was immensely valuable to 


me. it was liinteresting te read” how 


vuleanite is made from rubber, sulfa, 
heat and pressure and that the sulfur ts 
the ingredient that leads to oxidation. 

Even more interesting is Harrison's 
advice on how to slow oxidathom amd 
what to do once it's started. | always 


preferred vulcanite stems over acrylic. 


and its nice to know 90 many other 
people do too. Thanks Dale Harrison! 


Jack Feldvnnart 
Miner, Flora 


THE CHICAGOLAND INT’L PIPE & TOBACCIANA SHOW 


SRW DATES: 
SHOW TIME: 
SHOW TIME: 
ADMISSION: 
LOCATION: 


MAY f-2, 2010 

SATURDAY, 10 A.M. TILL 5 BM. 

SUNDAY, 9 A.M. TILL 5 P.M, 

$15 (FOR ONE OR BOTH DAYS! 

THE MEGA CENTER, PHEASANT RUN RESORT, 


4051 EAST MAIN STREET, ST, CHARLES, ILLINOTS 60174, 
: FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS, CALL 630-584-631) On 
00-44-3319. MENTION THE SHOW FOR SPECIAL RATES. 


THERE WILL BE wi PIPE MABING: SEMEINAR CO WEEENESDOAY APRIL 22TH 
& THURSDAY APE 29TH POST $75.0) PER PERSO WE WOLD ELA E APE 
POROUS CHP SEMINARS. THERE WILL BE TOBACCLANA SEMIN ANS (06 
FRIDAY AS WEL AS ON SATURDAY EVENING. ISONT PCR ET OR FREE: 
FRIDAY EVERINC. CROC WELCOME INNER 


THERE 15 5 SAO KING IN THE MEGA CENTER Ch THE PHEASANT HUN 
RESORT EXCEPT FOR THE H+ OUEST SADR: FOOCRMS AWADLABLE. 


ACAIN, THERE WILL BEA VERY LARGE TENT POR SMOKING, WITH POU 
AND IRINK AWAILAIRLE FROM LPM WEDNESDAY OF THE SW WEER TO 
EARLY MSDAY MICKR SONG, NEXT TO THE MEA CENTER. 


THERE WILL. EA CROC, FRIDAY, “PRE-SROW™ (BUYSELL TRADE) THAT 
WILL START AT SAS1 AMD RUN DNTIL4PSL WE WILLALSO AAVE A PCRST- 


SHOW™ SONTRAY, MAY SRD, a4N TO 12PML POR THROSE STILL AT THE 
RESORT, AS A LAST CHANCE TO BUY REPORE GO0NG EOOMEE. 


WE HAVE Ji) + SHOW EXHIRITOR TABLES AVADLABLE PCR OWE SAC, 
O8CE THE EXBIEITOR TABLES ARE SOLD DOT. WE WILL START a 
WAITING LIST FOR THOSE STILL WANTING EXHIBITCRR TABLES. THE 
(00ST OF AS EXEQEIT TABLE 15 $04. CFR SATURDAY EVENIM. CROC 
DIMMER WILL COST 245.00 PER TRCKET. SORRY. THERE 15 84) SS 0ORING. 
ALLOWED AT THIS OPOC INNER. EVEN THOUCHH ATTERDEES WILL CET 
“TOBACCIANA’ 10M D(ES FACS REMEMBER, WE HAVE (UR SSMOBUINE. 
TENT. 


"THE UNMED ME CLUBS OF AMERPCA (DPCA) WILL HAVE ITS 
NATIONAL SARIN. CONTEST 1S THE TENT) AT OUT SEW, CON SUNDAY, 
SLAW ITE AT 1 PM. OONTACT VERMON VIC OR DAVIN BLE. POR APORE 
INFORM ATHOS, 


THE CHICAGOLAND APE OOLLECTORS CLD POPOC) AMD PIPE SHOW 
HAWE THEIR CRW WEE SITE AT weuchicapepiprberccem OR CALL FRANK. 
FARA AT 630-970-0317 E-MAIL, fphoria eel coen FOE ISR MATION. 
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Lokacoo sini fmesialsts in more. than 25 countries world wide. 
Now available in fine lobacoonisis across the Uniled States. 


FINE ORIGINAL DANISH TOBACCO 


imported by Villiger Stokkebye Intemational Wain Shcl par.com 


BY CHUCK STANION 


There and back again 


Pipemaker Brad Pohlmann has traveled long and far in 
pursuit of his craft 


First lowe is ooo little foolishness ond a 
fat of cintogty. 
~Gemge Benard Ataw 


That first love most of us experience in 
high scheol is bowch te forget, and Arad 
Pohimann never did—but then, he was 
airack especially hard and went to man- 
umental lengths for it, He hitchhiked 
fram southern Califonnia up and down 
the Pacific coast for tt, hitchhiked twice 
across Canada for it, traversed England 
and Scotland iin his pursuit of it, firally 
found it in Vermont—and then bow it 
for twa checades. 

But he found it again and is hanging 
on tight, making it better than ever. 

We're talking about pipes and pipe- 
making here, if you've not guessed, 
Bohimann fell hard for pipes in high 
achool when hi parents gave his older 
brother a pipe to offset the possibility 
of his taking up cigarettes. “1 thought 





i 


that was the coolest thimg ever,” says 
Pohimann “Tl remember | went with my 
dad to Max's Smoke Shep in Alhanvbra 
io buy my brother another pipe for 
Christrias—a Vieneer calabash. The shop 
Was a classic traditional shop, and | 
Tementher just petting hit with thee aroma 
af the aromatics that Max smoked. There 
were wood cabinets and pipe displays—it 
wad. magical. | think that was the cmh- 
ing blow for mee—l was just in love with 
the whale thing.” 

Eventually Pohbiarun's brother added 
a Yello-Bole and some other pipes to 
his growing collection. Folilmann wait 
ed, biding his time. His brother couldn't 
wateh those plpes alll the tine. “When he 
wasn't around | tried my hand at it,” says 
Pohimann. Pipe smoking was mow part 
af his life. 

By his senior year he had some pipes 
af his own amd was a regular at the 
tobeccs shop. This was in the early Os 
when shopping malls started making first 
appearances, and because of that ie soon 
discovered the Tinder Box as well. “It 
seems like every mall fad a Tirder Box," 
he says. “I started going to Tinder Boxes 
and discovered English blends." 

Then the Tohaceo Barrel opsaned in 
Monterey Park and Pohlmann started 
making fiends with other pipe smoker 
of all ages. “Lots of younger guys hung 
aut there, Jack, the owmer, wad just back 
fram Vietnam—he was about 10-15 years 
elder than us. | dicin't feel too young oF 
out of place.“ 

Bohimann had been thinking about 
his future as fee started college, as all 
young people do. “ld been thinking back 
then that I'd like to someday own a mice 
men’s clothing store. But after | startecl 


ull 


getting into pipes | was thinking in terns 
of owning a nice pipe shop, maybe in San 


That's when he meet Heather, a girl 
from Scotland who was visiting Southern 
California, and a long-distance pelation- 
ship developed, along with Potilmanrin’s 
telationship with classic English pipes— 
Dunhills, Charatans, Sasienis. He espe- 
cially admired Dunhill stemwerk, which 
Placed the brand above most otters iru his 
estimate. 

In 1972, Heather was living in Erland 
and Pohimann dechded to visit her—and 
ai many pipe shops as possible. The trip 
didn’t go as he boped, though. “I got 
Cleared in London and was going through 
customs. | was a lithe naive about travel 
back then—they asked what | was doing 
and | said | was visiting my girlfriend 
for about six months, maybe [d fired a 
part-time job, travel around and see ihe 
country. They said, ‘Hmm, why doen't 
you come along with us.” Next thing | 
knew [| was ona return flight on TWA." 
He hachn't realized how carefully countries 
Screen erutrarls. 

By 1975, Heather had mowed to New 
York Gity and Fohimann was going to 
Visit her, but he was still disappointed tc 
have missed his pilgrimage to England, so 
he first flew to Lenclom, just to see pipe 
shops. Thi time when customs asked 
why he wad visiting, he showed them a 
couple of thousand dollars in cash avd a 
couple of high-limit credit cards and said, 
“Tin rere to shop and Inn going te spond 
all of this here.” They let hin right in. 

He visited every shop he could find— 
Fribourg and Trever, Astley's, Charatan, 
Robert Fox, Dunhill, Pebersan’s—amnd 
sojounned up into Scotland as well to visit 


Rattray's. He was expecially taken with 
Rattray’s, where they treated him very 
well “They gave me thre run of the store. 
lowas checking out the old stomemasan 
jars behind the counter that beld the wari- 
ous blends and went upstairs to the cigar 
humidor. Then the young man who did 
the blending stepped in, and he book me 
te the blending rooms. He was mixing up 
4 batch of Black Mallory on the copper 
blending table they used. It had gas jets 
undemeath to heat the copper while the 
blending took place. He asked if I'd like a 
sample and stuffed my pouch with about. 
6 to 8 ounces of Black Mallory—it was 
great” 

After a few weeks, it was back to New 
York. “L pulled out the yellow pages for 
every single pipe sleop in the city. Every 
day I'd go into Manhattan and visit pipe 
shops—Wilkes, Harclay Rex, Lane Ltd., 
Peterson’s—Peterson’s had a Danish pipe- 
maker in the window making pipes. That 
was. something really different for me. | 
went in and net him; his name was Fira. 
| wasn't inte the Danish freehands that 
were so popuilar—t liked classic English 
fipes. But | talked with him for a while 
and was imperessecL” 

His plane tickel ended in New York— 
hed net arranged for passage back to 
(Califomia. “Ll went up inte Canada. | 
hitchhiked across the TransCanada high- 
way then down the West Coad into San 
Diego.” Before leaving he'd been working 
conpinection and was prepared to start 
again, until he ram into twas friends who 
were leaving an vacation to Lake Louie 
in (anada. “I asked if [ could go along. 
stayed iin Lake Louise and gest a jos at 
the chabeau as a chef's belper while my 
fends went on. | learned how to ski. Hy 
the time tax season hut, though, | figured | 
better get out of there before the Mounties 
came looking for me, so] hitched back to 
San Diego." 

It was alsout that time that he started. 
thinking the ultimate direction for his life 
would be to combine making pipes with 
having his own tobacco shop. “So [had to 
learn to make papes.” 

A girl he'd worked with at the chateau 
had an uncle whe happened to be Mr. 
Brigham. of Brighann Pipes in Torombo. “ho 
[had that going for me. And Id recently 
heard about The Pipe Snaker’s Eplrenients, 
Lwrote bo Tom Curun ard started getting 
copies | pored over them and extracted 
all the pipemakers in the U.S. that | could 
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Self, ut Ine necomimended that Pohilmarnin 
investigate. “This guy at one point thoeht 
he was going to make pipes for Barry 
Levin, but it didn't work out. | called hin 
and jumped on a plane to see the briar.” 
Pohlmann ked what he saw and bowcht 
the entire shock, which had been curing for 
the past 15 pears. He hac bt alll shipped back 
io Caliiomia and started making pipes. 

He heard about the LAL pipe show and 
decided to atiend, though he had only a 
couple of pipes on hand. “A. friend had a 
table at the show and peneroushy let me 
pul my two pipes on half his table. | actu 
ally got some positive feedback from some 
peonde, including Marty Pulver and Greg 
Pease. | onet Will Purdy there just before he 
splashed onto the scene; | remember him 
showing somebody a sneak peak at some 
af the pipes eed been working on." 

Pohlmana's pipes at that toe still 
reflected what he'd been doing at the Briar 
Workshop, though he was beginning to 
branch cut and develop his own unique 
abyle. “I had a couple of pieces of bamboo 
40 | tried working that into my pipes. | 
made a standup sitter pokersatyle pipe 
that was well received” 

He soon learned of the Chicago pipe 
show irom fends whi frequented his bocal 
pipe shop, the Tobeocoo Bam in Orange 
County. “Some of the guys that hung out 
there hac abbended a Chicago show and 
were telling me how unbelkevable i wari. 
$0 the following year 2004, | went to the 
Chicago show bor the first time. | don't 
think | sold anything, but all the guys from 
(uange County cleaned me out | don't 
think | made a sale toa stranger." 

He returned to (chicago for the 2005 
show and had nvare time to go out and 
look around the show floor. He was aston 
hed at the pipes of Todd fohmeom and 
Jecky Davis, who had pul bogethver a presen- 
tation piece themed ona Harkey Davidsan 
gus tank “| saw that and was absolutely 
floored. | booked through Teocd's pipes 
and talked with him. He and pody were 
making pipes that were really different 
from what had been a pipe in ey mined 
up to that point. Sol went home with 
those influences and started trying some 
different things myself. At some point | 
got an e-mail from Tock inviting me to 
visit him in South Carolina, so | hoped a 
plane to see him and then we dreve up to 
Lhe Bichimiond show.” 

Working with Johnson provided a 
pipemaking epiphany for Pohlmann. The 


noi inspiring technique Johnson showed 
him was in shaping the pipe prior bo cleill- 
ing it. “He showed me how to completely 
shape a pipe Gest before chrilling the smoke 
chamber, Doing that is far more creatively 
freeing than trying to desk a pipe ancl 
drawing a one-dimensional outline an 
the wood amd hoping the grain pattern 
works cut the way you're praying it will. 

“When you shape a whole block of 
wood on the sanding wheel and run into 
4 flaw, you all have the oppertunity tio 
change couse when you're doing the 
initial shaping. You're not shaping a pipe 
around two holes, you're shaping a pipe 
to i best advantage creatively. Chce you 
have the shape you want with the grain 
you wart, then you deill the holes. It's a 
liberating process. You can make a pipe 
any Way WOU Wall Derause youre riot 
working around te holes. Don't get me 
wrong, you can still make a really rice pipe 
by drill fest, but this technique works 
better far ny creative peocess—and I'rn rit 
alone. | remember talking with Tom Eltareg 
in Chicago. He saw coy pipes amd said, 
“You shape first?’ | said yes. He saicl, “Al, 
that's the only way to make a pipe." 

The tooling is a little different, says 
Pohimarnn, because special drills ape 
required to make the tobacoo chamber. 
“Bul it’s truly a handmade pipe. The bhock 
af wood is in your hands the whole tine— 
when you're shaping the pipe, when 
you're drilling the pipe. When you ceil 
first and shape second, the block of wood 
i chucked wp in the lathe, spinning, and 
you bring the bool wp to the wood ane 
put the bool into the wood. But when you 
shape first, you have the tool spiruning in 
the chuck in the lathe, and the pipe is in 
your hand, ard vou push thee pipe onto ihe 
Spinning tool It's far more intimédating, 
but it's more truly handmade. if you take 
the tem Jiadniade literally.” 

From that point, Pohlmann's pipes 
beman building a reputation with oollec- 
tors. and demand grew. Pipes are only rare- 
ly available now on the Pollmann Web 
site (Ware onilimioes. com) become 
Pohimann finds himself fulfilling con- 
siderable commission work. His pipes are 
also available thorough www senatlegaipes. 
Onn, Herero and wane. 
aounipipescn, as well as at pipe shows, 
“Between all of that | keep pretty busy. 
I'm able te make onby about 1H) pipes a 
year, 60 it's tough to keep up sometimes." 

Ad least fee hias provided hiniwself with 


a comfortable environment bor bis work, 
He's mo Jomger in Orange Gounty but 
deep in the woods of Oregon, which is 
more conducive to his creativiny, “hay lit 
tle workshop site on my preperty behind 
my house in the woods, and | can't imag 
ine a better place bo work." 

After his computer job evaporated 
and he decided to become a full-time 
pipemaker, he and his wile decided to 
move. “We pot lucky with the real estate 
market. Gur howe had tripled in value 
in five yenrs. My wile was driving a crn 
freeway commute and teally wanted to 
own her own horeback-riciing facility. 
May folks were living in southern Cregen 
and they sugpewied we move up here. 
We Found this place: it's perfect.” The 
previous owner's wile was an oil painter 
and ber workshop is mew Pohlmann’s 
pipe workshop. This property not only 
provided Pohlmann with the pertect 
place to follow his cream, but his wile 
wae able to follow hers as well “Bermiece 
is a horse trainer and riding invtructor. 
She teaches classical dressage, which is 
classical hormemanship that evolved out 
al cavalry warlare. There was enough 
flat land below the house that was level 
enough for her ta build an Obympic-size 
dressage arena along with a bar with 
a covered riding arena off to the side. 
She has her own operation here om the 
property. [in the moming | walk out to 








my workshop and she walks out to her 
tiding school. The commute is wonder- 
fal." 

Pohimann pipes dont have a formal 
grading system—they're graded accord 
ing to grain and shape Cenly sandblasted 
and smooth pipes are prodweoced—no rus- 
ticatlons. There are two special stamps 
for extraordinary pipes, both taken from 
Bemiece’s love of clressage: The first is a 
courbette, which i a dressage move in 
which the horse rears up with its boneless 
tecked up evenly, amd then jumps fror- 
ward, never allowing the forelegs te towch 
down, in a serkes of hops. 

The offer stamp, saved for truly rare 
and near-perfect pipes, is for the capebole 
made A capriole ik the most diffbcult 
movenvent in dressage. The horse jumps 
from a raised position straight up inte 
the air, kicks qut with its hind bers, and 
lands on all four legs at the same tine: It 
requires. ain enormously porvertul horse tr 
pertonmn comecthy. The capricke is derived 
from the cavalry wien a foreman is 
being attacked from behind and the rider 
cues thee horse bo leap lobo the air and keck 
violently with fis hind begs. Pohlnanin’s 
capricle stamp Boa horse performing that 
move: omly three or four pipes of that 
caliber have been crafted so far. 

It took many miles across two ocntl- 
neni amd a couple of decades mired in 
the corporate rat race, but the Pohumanns 
have found the life they were meant 
to have im o serene and beautiful envi- 
ronment that murtures their respective 
art forms. And Brad Pohlimann is back 
where be started and perhaps where he 
should have been all along—with pipes alll 
around him, filling his mind and reaping 
the benedit of his creative emery. 
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BY BRUCE HARRIS 





Pipes played prominently in network television's first 


detective drama 
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Happy McMann’: Tobacco Shop in 
New York is a great place to hang 
out and share a pipe with friends. 
Whether discussing business, simply 
chewing the fat or considering a 
pipe or tebacoo purchase, Happy's ts 
the place to be. Happy carries many 
fire and discontinued pipe tobacco 
brands. For a mere 15 cents, you can 
indulge ina pouch of Old Briar (The 
Matter Mixture). Or perhaps Tweed, 
the shagey rough-cut tobacco, is more 
your style? Happy will be happy to 
sell you some vintage Dill's Best, with 
flaver cot for extra mildmess and cool 
amoking. Or, if you are looking to 
save a few pennies, Happy sells Model 
pipe tobacco fso high in quality and. 
low in price). Surely, one of the four 
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is just right for your tobacco taste? 
You can visit Happy’s shop and ogle 
his supply of highly coveted tobacco 
any time the mood strikes. For the 
most part, the store is accessible 24 
hauts a day, 7 days a week and 365 
days a year. No, It is mot 
a Web site. Ane you ready 
to head over to Hapypy's 
Tohaceo Shop and sample 
some of his wares? Nat 
40 fast, as therein lies the 
rub, 

Originally heard on 
radio, Miatin Kae, Private 
Eve madeits NEC television 
debut on Sept. 1, 144. It 
was the first nationwide 
network private eye show. 


Willlam Gargan was the first actor to 
portray the pipe-amoking detective, 
Martin Kane. He wat followed by 
Hollywood veteran Lloyd Nolan in 
1951, Lee Tracy in 19452, and finally 
by Mark Stevens, who had the lead 
role iin 1954. A total of 120 30-minute 
episode: were made, the last airing 
June 17, 1954. The first Martin Kane, 
the late William Gargan, explained 
in his autobiography, Hiy Me?, how 
it began. “Actually, | was lumching 
one day at the Lambs Club and [ ran 
into Mike Kirk of the Kudner Agency. 
Mike wanted to know if | would be 
interested in playing a private detec- 
tive for an NEC television series spon- 
sored by the US. Tobacco Company. 
| jumped at the chance ... 1 would, 


for the sponsor, smoke a pipe om the 
show. Thit & known as giving your 
character class. Which is how Martie 
Kune, Private Eve was born.” 

Gargan @oet on bo explain, “Martie 
Kare, Private Eye had a lot of good 
things going for it, especially in the 
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beginning. [It was the] first detec- 
tive series on metwork television, and 
Martin Kane was the first private eye 
to capture an enormous TY following. 
Very goon in the game | realized our 
stories were nothing to rave about. 
Hew much well-plotted story lime amd 
genuine character development can 
you accomplish in a half-hour? So | 
made the progam a showcase for me, 
After all, that is what we were sellling— 
Martin Kane. | developed a tomgue-in- 
cheek atyle, a spoot of the hard-boiled 
private feve|, a way of saving silently, 
don't blame me for the lousy stories, | 
didn't write them.” Perhaps it was this 
attitude that contributed to Gargan’s 
ouster aller ome season. 
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Geapite the merry-go-round of 
actors playing Kane, one actor was 
consistently seen throughout the 
life of the series. Walter Kinsella 
played Happy McMann, proprietor 
of Happy McMann’s Tobacco Shop. 
It was here that Martin Kane and his 
police buddies hung out and con- 
ducted business, Why! The answer 
is a simple one. The show's sponsor 
wai none other than United States 
Tobacco, makers af Old Briar, Model, 
Bill's Best and Tweed pipe tobac- 
cod. Every episode, at least theough 
1954, showed some of the players 
hanging out and spending money 
at Happy MecManns. At the time, 
LS. Tobaceo had its manufacturing 
facility in Richmond, Va., while its 
headquarters were in New York City. 


Jonathan Whitney Peterson was US. 


Tebacco Co.'s president during this 
period. He led the company into 
national advertising, which included 
dio and television markets. Not 
atypical of the times, the commer- 
clals were integrated into the script 
af the shows. Kane regularly stopped 
in Happy McMann’s Tobacco Shap 
to pick up a package of Dill's Best, 
Model, Tweed, Old Briar or any of 
ihe various smokers’ accesories on 
display. 

Pipe smoking plays a prominent 
role in these episodes. In fact, the 
shows produced prior to the Mark 
Stevens era begin and end with Kane's 
profile, in silhowette, striking a match 
and lighting a bowlful of tobacco. 


Interestingly, the dilhouette faced left 
during the Gargan and Nolan tenure. 
lt was switched to the right during 
Tracy's portrayal of Martin Kane amd 
replaced by the lighting of a cigarette 
after Mark Stevens played the lead 
role. In addition, Kane is frequently 
seen sitting at his desk, opening a 
pouch of Oldl Briar, inhaling the 
fragrance of the tobaceo, filling his 
pipe and smoking it. After this ritual, 
the camera zooms In oan the pouch 
of (id Briar tobacco, and for several 
seconds, gives the audience a close- 
up view of the tobacco. According 
to Richard Meyers, an expert in film 
production and mass media, in his 
book TY Detectlves, “US. Tobacoo's 
cloareties were selling well, but they 
wanted to push their Old Briar pipe 
tobaeco ... Lee Tracy fand William 
Gargan and Llovd Nolan) ran the bad 
guys to earth while comtentedly pull- 
ing ona pipe." 

Preduct placement in mowies amd 
television shows is a common prac 
tice among advertisers. More often 
than nat, the advertisement & sub- 
ile. However, there is nothing subtle 
about US. Tobaceo’s product place- 
ment in Martin Kae, Private Eye. It is 
straightforward, “in your face” adver- 
tising. Utilizing these interwoven 
commercials allowed the action to 
continue. The players and the show 
never fully stopped for a commercial 
break. The advertising focus shifted 
to cigarettes when, im 1953, Mark 
Stevens replaced Lee Tracy in the 
title role. Specifically, Sane (the less 
nicotine cigarette) and Encore (filbers 
the smoke, not the taste) cigarettes 
were heavily promoted. ln these later 
episodes, claaretie (rather than pipe) 
amoking wak prevalent. Soll, US. 
Tebaces did not completely igneare its 
Old Briar mixture. “Make your pipe 
dream come true,” states the narrator 
toward the end of several episodes. 
“Whichever pipe you prefer, cormeoh, 
briar or meerchaum, Old Briar is the 
Master Mixture.” 

The Martin Kang, Private Eve epi- 
aodes were shot live more than half a 
century ago. Asa result, the actors and 
actresses frequently botch thelr lines. 
And, most of the time the acting iin't 
exactly Oscar material. Thanks to 
modern technology, some of these 
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original black and white Kinescope 
productions are readily available 
today in VHS or DVD format. Por pipe 
amokers and pipe collectors, these 
shows are a peal treasure. We often 
talk about and yearn for the good old 
days of pipe smoking. They live on 
forever in these VHS tapes and DVDs. 
Whenever the mood strikes to light 
up and smoke a pipe and meet some 
al vour friends at Happy's Tobacco 
Shop, jwst lip a tape or dise into your 
player and transport yourself back to 
asimpler time. Happy is sure to greet 
you with a warm smile and a pack of 
Tweed or Dill's Best. At the conelu- 
dion of the episode titled, “Rest Home 
Murder," Martin Kane (Lloyd Nolan) 
jlares directly into the camera amd 
speaks to ws. “Pll meet you at Happs 
next week." [fF only. Pad 
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BY STEPHEN A. ROSS 


Study in self-reliance 


American Paul Hubartt moves to County Cornwall, England, 
where he tenaciously learns the art of pipemaking 


Tucked away in a remote corner of 
County Cormwall, in southwestern 
England, lies Bodmin Moor, a rocky, 
windswept and unspoiled marshland 
an which more than 4,000 years of 
English political, natural and social 
histery can easily be traced. Herds of 
sheep, cattle and horses inhabit the 
moor now, quietly munching on the 
hardy grass, heather and lichen that 
grows in the steme-wall-hound fields 
on some of the moorland, while hik- 
ers ramie over the hills and inte the 
Vales in other pacts. 

On a clear day, visitors resilient 
enough to climb the highest hills on 
the moor are treated to a view af the 
Atlantic Ceean to the west and the 
English Channel to the south. With 
natural granite outcrops, such as the 
Cheesewring, a towering rock forma- 
tion created by glaciers and thousands 
ob years of erosion, the moor offers 





stunning vistas of natural geography. 
With plenty of abandoned mines amd 
rugged terrain, the moor presents dif- 
ficult challenges to reck climbers amd 
mountain bikers alike. Those inter 
ested in history will enjoy visiting the 
Hurlers, a collection of three Bronze 
Age stone circles erected in approxi- 
mately 1,500 BoCLE. Others may enjoy 
seeing the Bronze Age burial cairn, 
where in 1847 workers plundering the 
cairn for its stone discovered human 
remains amd artifacts, including the 
Rillaton gold cup, which is now part of 
the collections at the British Museum, 
Orviditors might view the many engine 
houses that dot the moors landscape, 
which pumped water out of the mines. 
Some have been restored te showcase 
the area's nearly 200+year history as an 
important source of tin. 

With so much to offer, Bodmin 
Moor, and most of the rest of 


Paul Hubartt 


Comwall, sadly remain off the list of 
“must-see British tourist attractions 
in such places as London, Stratford- 
upon-Avon, Bath of York. While the 
area's tourism beards might have 
achieved Limited success in abtract- 
ing visitors to Cornwall, the county's 
inhabttants are rightly prowd of their 
home, Far removed fram England*s 
large urban centers, Conmwall's matu- 
ra] beauty remains largely unmeolest- 
ed, and its rural seiting engenders a 
tough, independent and self-reliant 
altitude among many Cornish men 
and women. Commish people are a 
lot like Texans, only their accents are 
more charming. While he's no native 
af Texas of Cornwall, Paul Hobartt 
displays a lot of their can-do individu- 
alistic spirit. 

AnAmerican who moved to England 
after marrying an English woman, 
Hubartt has turned an interest in pipe- 
making into a career. Largely isolated 
in the periphery of England, Hubartt 
has studied the pipes made by some 
ol his favorite pipemakers and pains- 
takingly learned the art mainky om his 
own through the tedious proces of 
trial amd ero. 

Paul Larryseon Hobartt was born in 
Reykjavik, Iceland, in 1973 while his 
parents, Larry and Nichole, were doing 
missionary work. In tribute to his 
birthplace, Hubartt's parents adapted 
ihe Scandinavian practice of naming a 
child after the father with a litthe twist. 
For example, Leif Ericson, the Viking 
explorer whe evtablished a setthkement 
on Newfoundland roughly 500 years 
before Christopher Columbus’ voyage, 
was the son of Eric the Red. While his 


parents decided to retain the family 
last name for Hubartt, they gave him 
ihe middle name Larrysson. Because 
ol its Scandinavian sound, and out of 
admiration for the Danish pipemak- 
ers, Hubartt chose to use his middle 
name tor the pipes ie makes. 

After a brief stay in Oregon, the 
Hubartt family moved to northeastern 
Indiana, just outside of Fort Wayne, 
in 1479. 


junkie, Hubarit excelled in martial 


A seli-cescribed adventure 


aris, rock-climbing and mountain-bik- 
ing. He pursued a degree im criminal 
justice al the University of Evansville 
but didn’t complete his education. He 
reiurned hame and took a job im the 
kitchen of the residential home where 
his mother worked. 

After being employed for a short 
time, Hubartt’s work ethic caught the 
albention of the residential Manager, 
whe asked if he would be interested 
in becoming a maintenance man in 
charge of caring for 160 units. While 
he had ne experience asa maintenance 
man, Hulbartt reasoned that he could 
leam everything he needed to know 
at the local library. Hubartt read about 
comstruction, heating amd alr condl- 
tioning, electricity and refrigeration. 
Taking that sell-guided crash course 
in maintenance, Hubartt learned that 
he could find all the information he 
needed through research and that he 
could work with his hands. A few 
years later, he established his own 
maintenance company, marketing to 
jingle parents and retirees. 

While 
Indiana, Hubartt became interested in 


living in northeastern 
AMOokiIng pipes, purchasing his first pipe 
from a local Tinderbox. Dan Hudson, 
ihe manager of the Tinderbox, invited 
Hubartt to join the Tri State Mpe amd 


Tebacco Club. Through the club he 


learned abot pipe shows. In 208m, 
while on a visit to the Chicagoland 
International Pipe & Totacchana Show, 
Hubartt was amazed at the many beau- 
tiful pipes on display. He knew that he 
wanted to make pipes one day. 

Soon after returning fram Chicaga, 
Hubartt met Nicky Jewson, a Cornish 
woman. Months of e-mails and phone 
conversations eventually lec te trans 
Atlantic visits. In August 202, the 
couple married and settled in Liskeard, 
a Commish town near Bodmin Moor. 





Hubartt found a fob os a solid fuel 
apecialist, selling amd installing wood- 
burning shoves and water-filled central 
heating systema, Cmee he became pro- 
ficient in the European heating sys- 
tenn, Hubartt started his own heating 
business, Solid Fuel Services. During 
his spare time, he researched ard 
learned more about the craft of mak- 
Ine plipees. 

Before the birth of 
Isaac, the Huhartits often traveled to 
Hamburg, Nicky 
had several frlends. Cin one of these 
irips they came acrods a tobaceo shop 


[help son, 


Germany, where 


where, with Nicky's encouragement, 
Hubartt purchased a pipemaking 
Kit. Once they had arrived back in 
Hubartt went into thebe 
garage and crafted a bent-paneled bil- 


Cormwall, 


liard using nothing but a Drenvel belt 


Wax Drip : 


sander. Applying what be had learned 
from books, the Internet and study- 
ing other pipes, Hubartt had made his 
first pipe. 

“| knew | could fix things, but 
| didn't know that | could create 
things wntll | mace that pipe,” Hubartt 
explaing. “It had a chunky stem arid 
there was a lot of wood left on the 
bowl, but it wasn't too had, consider- 
ing it was a first attempt." 

By tie time they moved into a two 
story miner's cottage in the village 
ol Pensilva, the center of Cornwall's 
mining district, in 2006, Hubartt had 
Made 40) pipes. 

Built in 1820, the cottage was in 
need af restoration and moderniza- 
tian, and the property included an 
abandoned and ramshackle outhuild- 
ing that had once been used to shelter 





pigs. Intending to do all the work 
an the house himself, Hubartt knew 
that he would need a workshop, and 
he set about converting the pigrery 
into. a shop where he could complete 
ihe projects needed for the house 
and later use as a pipe workshicyp. It 
was 4 big job, and Hubartt spent the 
best part of the summer digging up 
18 inches of soil deposited on the 
piggern’s floor, laying new founda- 
tions and rebuilding its walls. After 
15 months of rebuilding, and another 
thre: months of installing electricity, 
lighting and equipment, it was com- 
pleted—Hubartt now had an all-pur- 
pose workshop, and he began think- 
ing about turing his pipe hobby inte 
a new career. 

Spotless and spacious, there's mo 
evidence that the piggery i& almost 
200) years old and had been in such 
had condition. It's well-lit and meat- 
ly arranged with work benches and 
shelves lining two of the walla. A 
wood-burming stove keeps the cold 
and damp Cornish weather well out- 
aide, Two large windows on the boild- 
ing’s front wall allow natural light inte 
the building and give Hulbartt a ood 
view of his garden and home. 

“| bad ne idea that | had this in me 
until | mowed to England,” Hulbartt 
says. “Il didn’t move here to make 
pipes. | had a rowgh idea that it would 
be a hobby that | would like to pet 
into one day and part of that was due 
to reading PAT. All the storie: in the 
Magazine about pipemakers inspired. 
me. Between all of the articles | read 
it gave me a clear-enough picture of 
how to make a pipe and gave me the 
confidence to try. Pipemaking fits my 
lifestyle, As an educator, Nicky works 
a0 much and there's always alot | have 
todo on this old house. When I'm out 
on a stove installation, it’s hard on 
everybody, especially in the winter.” 

Hubartt’s first pipe wan't a mas 
terpiece, but he was hooked. While 
at living in Liskeard, he contact- 
ed German pipe repairman Marco 
Janzen, who also provides briar and 
item materials, Janzen agreed to see 
Hubartt, who drove from Cormwall 
to Hamburg, using a ferry to cross 
the English Channel Hubartt bought 
some blocks and stems, and Janzen 
showed him how to turn them in 


eight hours, which is the only formal 
training he's had. 

“I wanted to find out by nvyself and 
not have someone show me because | 
believe that if [let myself experiment, 
fail, work at it and discover hew it’s 
done on my own, | will develop my 
own atyle,” Hubert comments. “One 
af the things | love about pipes is 
being able te see a pipe and identify 
whoa made it by its own stile. There 
are guys such as Walt Cannmoy, Larry 
Roush, jim Cooke and Lee ven Erck 
whose work jou knew Grom across 
the room because their pipes have a 
divtinctive style, and | want my pipes 
to develop their own style too." 

Hubarti learned about pipemak- 
ing by combining the training he 
received in Germany with close study 
of the pipes in his own collection, 
including the work af JT. Cooke, 
Castello, Michael Parks, Trever Talbert, 
Bonaquisti and Larry Roush. 

“There are intliences from my 
favorite pipemakers, though there was 
no one available te teach me how 


to do this,” Hubartt explains. “The 
only way | learned was by buying 
pipes, taking them apart and asking 
myself, how did they do that? Half 
ob pipemaking if leaming theough 
experimentation. A mew pHipemaker 
shouldn't be afraid to experiment. 
You've wot fo PN PoOUrSsell amd you 
can’t be afraid to fail.” There was a bot 
of failure as Hubartt taught himself to 
make pipes. However, he maintains a 
ateady determination to continue to 
learn om his oven. 

“Brervone learns in a different wily, 
and my way has been by experl- 
mentation,” Hubartt jays. “Learning 
by myself definitely has drawbacks. 
Experimentation costs time ard raw 
materials. | could learn a whole lot 
from spending a few days with a 
reat pipemaker, but then how would 
that affect my work? Would my pipes 
look leis like mine and more like his? 
Maybe aller Pve developed my own 
atvle, Vl ask to work with another 
pipemaker to learn more, but I’m 
convinced that right mow learning by 
myself and developing my own style is 
the best way." 


While Hubaett till does the occa- 





shonal stowe installation, he hopes that 
his skill will improve to the point that 


, another mar 








he can dedicate his full attention to 
making pipes. After a full year of pro- 
fessional pipemaking, Hubarti's style 
is beginning to develop in both his 
classic shapes and his sculptures. 

“| make a lot of big pipes,” he 
explains. “A lot of my customers like 
Gant pipes, and | enjoy making them 
becauee they prevent a challenge in 
petting the puoportions right. When 
I'm carving a classically inspired shape, 
Lapend a lot of time holding the pipe 
up at eve level and checking lis sym- 
metry against the light that comes 
threugh the window. With sculptures 
it's a litthe bit different. 
plan, | just dig in. [ drill the holes amd 


There's fick 


everything else is done by eye." 

Hubartt’s exclusive briar supplier is 
Bomeo Hriaf, and he counts Mimic 
Filippo as one of his chosest friends 
in the pipe industry. (ce a year, 
Hubartt travels to Romeo Griar’s fac- 
tory in Tagebo, ttaby, to personally 
select extra-grade plateau amd cross- 
cul briar blocks. 

“I want to use the very best that | 
Can, EVEN on fy least expensive pipes, 
and I'm very fortunate that Mimmo 
allaws me to visit him every year," 
Hubartt says. “Because he sources it 
from so many places, | don't know 
where the briar comes from. There 
are three different regions represented 


in that bag. | don’t know what block 
comes from what region, but | can 
tell how the pipe will likely turn out 
by the color of the briar. The light, 
creamy briar blasts best. When the 
briar i am earthy red color, | know 
it will be more difficult to work and 
won't sandblast at all. 
rings on those bloc ks book really ocd; 


The growth 


it's just a shame they doen't blast well 
because it would Look beautiful.” 

Hubartt hand cols every stem using 
SEM German-manulactured ebonite 
and Cumberland, and he also uses 
black and colored acrylic rods, though 
not as moch since his work has gained 
the attention of more retailers amd 
consumer, who are all demanding 
ebonite and Cumberland. 

“Stem work is something that I'l 
COntINGeE bo Work om improving,” he 
comments. “! might buy a few more 
pipes so that | can study some mare. 
[really like the stem and button work 
al jefl taracik from J. Alan pipes and 
‘Todd Johnson.” 

Hubartt has several flaining tech- 
nique: he's developed. inchuding a 
two-part contrast stain that takes five 
days to complete. He prefers to do 
multiple coats using very litthe stain, 
miher than fewer coats using more 
italn on each application. While he’s 
pleased with the contrast stain he’s 


Lynher inspired Hubartt's 
Bark shape. 


developed, he acimits that staining isa 
process Ite still needs to improve on. 
“| need to learn how to use stains 
other 
comments. “Had Davis i a master al 
making smooth pipes glow, and I'd 
love to learn how he dees it. | doen't 
know how many hours Ive spent try- 
ing te figure it out but [ll keep at it." 


than the contrast slain.” he 


When he chooses bo ador his 
pipes, he wees silver, exotic woods 
and even polyester pods—whatever 
he can get his hands on, though he 
doesn't work with bone or anther any- 
more because the burning smell cre- 
ated when working on those materials 
made Hit Nalseus. 

Engineering for Larryseon pipes is 
very sime—Hubartt drills a 4 mim 
draft hole in the pipe that enters the 
bottom of the tehacco chamber, He 
alighily sands the tebacco chamber 
walls to help cake build up, and he 
leave: the walls bare, preferring to 
allow pipe smokers a clear view of the 
wood. He maintains the draft holes 
with at + mim into the mouthpiece, 
where he then tapers it down to 2 mm 
at the lip button. He opens the slot 
using a dremel and needle files. He 
leaves a amall space, approximately 
O04 mm, between the morte and 
ihe tenon to allow for expansion as a 
pipe is smoked. The mortise is slightly 


chamfered to reduce air turbulence, 
and he makes the lip button a little 
larger, allowing him to reduce ti te its 
final size when butting the pipe. 

“| think a lot ef the discussion 
regarding pipe style is overthought," 
he comments. “The peal secret to a 
pipemaker’s style is the tools that 
he fas and how he uses them. 
Pipemakers® tools vary from maker 
io maker. Different tools will produce 
different results. One pipemaker may 
use a disk sander to shape pipes amd 
anther uses a belt sander. You devel- 
op techniques with the tools you have 
that will influence your own design 
aesthetic.” 

Hubartt’s design aesthetic stem 
from many different sources. Because 
ihe classic shapes are more limiting, 
Hubartt finds himself enjoying doing 
aculptural work more. In the eve- 
nings, Hubartt goes out to the pigpery 
to enjoy a smoke and plan the next 
day's work. Grabbing a dozen or so 
blocks, he sketches on them to see if 
a shape reveals itself. Howewer, most 
ol his time is currently taken up doing 
commision pipes. In those cases, he 
has the shape already in mind amd 
seeks the block that's most likely to 
yield the desired shape. Regardless of 
ihe pipe he’s making, Hubartt tries 
his best to avold doing the same pipe 
shape repeated y. 

“| get bored easily,” he admits. “It’s 
hard te focus and remain disciplined 
with my standards when | feel apa- 
thetic. This year | had the opportunity 
to make the 2009 DAnG (Dotthe Ash ni 
Grounds) Club pipes af the year. That 
was a great teacher in staying motl- 
vated throughout making 1B pipes 
that were the same shape.” 

And when he feels the need to clear 
his mind and re-energize himself, he 
takes a stroll on the moor, of along the 
River Lymer. 

“You hear a lot of people say that 
they're inspired by nature,” Hubartt 
explaing. “1 get a lot of pipe shape 
ideas cut of mature, sure, but living 
up here and hiking on the moor is 
more about blowing out the cobwebs 
that have cluttered up my mind. The 
moor is like a green desert. lis bleak 
but beautiful, and it's net cheacd but 
alive. There are sheep, cows, horses 
and pools of water. It's an interesting 


landscape—when | come back from 
spending a few hours an the moo, | 
can get back to making pipes of work- 
Ing on same other projects that inber- 
est me,” 

There are no grades for Larrysson 
pipes yet. Hubartt beliewes that bud- 
ding pipemakers should avoid grading 
their work too early because improve- 
ment comes so quickly at first. Only 
after a pipemaker has mastered the 
hasics and is honing his skills—when 
improvement comes in increments, 
rather than beaps and bownds—should 
he consider grading therm. 

“Right now, my only graces are by 
price point,” he explains. “The rusticat- 
ed ones are the least expensive, which 
I don’t understand because they take 





a long time to make. Sandblasts are 
next, which sheuld coat bess because 
they take less time to make. Smooth 
pipes con't take much mere tine for 
me to make, but | price them accord. 
ing to grain strength. Pricing i all 
down to the wood and the time it 
takes to get the very best from that 
piece. OF course, | know that in the 
real pipe world, price is set by beauty, 
and beauty is in the eve of the belold- 
er. | very rarely make smooth pipes 
becauee elther the graim ien‘t good 
enough of there may be an impertec- 
tian that makes me want to blast it. 
The sculptures are all the same price 
becauee they take me roughly the 
aame time to make. | de think that iu 
develop a grading systers ley 210." fe 


Another interpretation of the 
tree on the River Lynher—a 
giant Tree Bark. 


soon pipes feature asimpbeset of 
lature. AUATOL applbes slams 


that read 
“Comwall” and “England.” 
“l thowght a lot about how | sho 
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Hubartt completes the momencla- 
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a system that includes the 
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becoming a completely full-time 
: im the freedom 
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dal pipemaker, but for 4 

550 talented working with his 
hands and so self-reliant p naking 
seems the perfect career. 
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Bac 


to basics 


BY DALE HARRISON 


The top 10 things I wish I'd never 
‘learned’ about pipe smoking 


It takes time to become a truly adept pipe smoker—and even more 
tine to sift through and discard egregiously erroneous guidance 


lt was the early ‘80s, and | was slog- 
ging my way throegh colleme by cow- 
ering sports and the outdesrs for a 
dally newspaper in Tennessee. A couple 
blocks from the newspaper alfice stood 
the courthouse and town square, where 
folks gathered for Uncle Dave Macon 
Days, Uncle Dave was among the first 
big stars of the Grand Ole Opry, and 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. celebrated hin 
each year with bluegrass and country 
mushe, buck dancing and Southern fare. 
Across the square, to the east of the 
newspaper office, 310 Pipe & Tobacco 
was nestled among the shops on Main 
Street. | had yet to become a pipe smok- 
er and had never been in the store, 
though tt seemed to be a charming and 
inviting place, Whenever | drove from 
ihe newspaper to campus for clasues, | 
traveled through the square and drove 
right by 200 Pipe Shop. 

ja [made that drive, sometimes. I'd. 
think of my own twa uncles and my 
grandfather, all pipe smokers. (Uncle 
Charlie is the only ane still around, 
and he still smokes his pipe) Al tives 
[ contemplated picking up a pipe and 
giving it a try. 

In those days, the newspaper office 
billowed with smoke—especially on 
deadline. On campus, my two favor 
ite professors smoked in their offices, 
and students lined the halls huckdbed 
around ashitrays strategically placed by 
several classraom choos. In one of those 


a4) 


clagreoms, professor Crawiord paced 
back and forth in front of class with an 
unlit plpe. He was a devoted pipe smok- 
er and used his pipe im class for special 
emphasis by thrusting it high into the 
alt with his right hand while declaring 
some profound troth about American 
history. He waen't ome to write much 
an the blackboard, but when lhe did, he 
would poke his pipe toward the board, 
using it as a pointer to help bring the 
chalky acrawls te lite. When he wasn't 
thrusting it inte the air or toward the 
board, he tapped his pipe on his teeth 
or in the palm of his hand. [im mot 
sure | ever saw him put the pipe down. 
There were several professors | knew 
who smoked pipes, and it seenved to fit 
the profession. 

In fact, | was studying to ome day 
become a professor, The pipe-smoak- 
ing genes in my family, along with a 
lifestyle as an cutdeorsman, weiter and 
colleme student whoa planned to teach 
someday at a university, added up to 
a collection of impressive prerequisites 
to become a pipe smoker. lt was a good 
bet that, ane day, I would stop at 310 
Pipe & Tohacoa Shop as | made my way 
Loar for canipHs. 

And the day [ fimalby did, little did 
| know there would be so much to 
lear about pipe amoaking—and much 
to later avila. | ought a three-quarter 
bent GAO that day. The owner of the 
pipe shop, Dawson Wimsatt, thought 


it would be a good pipe for fishing 
because it would “hang down, out of 
the way" while | was casting or taking 
fish off the hook, it motonly fit my life- 
atyle, but at $15 it also fit my college- 
itident budget. There was a second 
evtate pipe there that | really wanted, 
too, a Hardcastle bulldog, “just like the 
ane General Westmoreland used to 
amoke,” Dawson said. But at $20, it was 
abit rich for my budget. 


The journey to learning—and 
unlearning—begins 

‘That day, the pleasant smoke from the 
pipes in the shop was intoxicating, 
and my brain itself began to feel rather 
fomey as Dawson gave me the movice’s 
guide to smoking a pipe fer the first 
time. OFF to the side af the counter 
were a couple of regulars who would 
chime in with their own pointers from 
inte to lime or offer a hearty “amen” to 
Dawson's sagachous advice. There must 
have been several dozens of adimoni- 
tions, tips amd tactics banbered about 
that day on my behalf, Dawson also 
gave me a handy litthe booklet called 
The Rewind af Alappy Mipe Srking, pul 
lidhed In 1965. Despite all the advice | 
received that day—much of which I'm 
Sure was quite good—in my fogginess, 
| remembered only mostly disjoint- 
ed statements. Al one point, Dawson 
showed me how to clean the pipe, 
while a customer must have chimed in, 


“Don't LKe Your pipe apart boo miuch— 
you'll screw it all up.” When | departed 
the store, | Started weaving the inhor- 
mation through my head and weournd 
up with something along the lines 
of, “Never take your pipe apart when 
you're cleaning if” Unfortunately, | 
dutifully followed this “advice™ that 
Was never given but was an aberra- 
tien af my own mind. Fortunately, 
that GBD was unusually amenable to 
a pipe cleaner even though the pipe 
was a three-quarter bent. A few weeks 
later, my then-girliriend surprised me 
by buying the Hardcastle bulldog as a 
presen [smoked the two pipes, but 
only occasionally, caver the mext six or 
40 Pears. 

When | moved to Chia to aocept my 
first university teaching job, perhaps as 
anod te profesor Crawhord, | decided 
io pick up the pipe mere frequentlhy— 
hut | found the GEO quickly became 
incredibly difficult to smoke. | deciced 
perhaps this was a time | actually did 
need ta take it apart—but | couldn't 
budge the stem. When | took it to an 
Ghio pipe shop for some assistance, 
even the experts couldn't initially take 
it apart. When they asked how long it 
had been since [ took it apart, the bor- 
ror on their faces was palpable when | 
responded “six or seven Vears.” 

After wrestling with that GBD for a 
food LO minutes in various bodily posi- 
tiens and holds, the pipe shop owner 
admonished me to take my pipe apart 
ba chean it. He also directed me ta “buy 
a book or tio on pipe smoking." After 
reading several books and listening to 
endless advice in countless pipe shops, 
ve spent the last couple decades trying 
to ditcard a fend bit of bad advice 


Room note matters—nevermore 
lt is difficult to calculate how many 
pounds al goopy and tasteless arcmat- 
ics | smoked to please others while 
depriving myself of the most Mavorful 
tohaccos available. Perhaps in the past 
it made sense to amboke a tobacco that 
delighted others' olfactory senses. Bul 
that time is long gone. As all smok- 
eps become more and more isolated 
ftom the rest of society, our oppor 
tunity to entertain others with the 
delectable scent of a pleasant room 
note has become chiefly obsolete. My 
dogs are about the only ones who know 


when I'm amoaking a matured Virginia 
or Orbental tobacco—unless someone 
leaves the door te the garage open boo 
long. And lim mot about to emoke an 
aromatic for the sole purpow of pleas- 
ing others when the garage door gets 
left open accidentally. Room mote mat- 
ters not when it comes te learning how 
to truly enjoy a pipe. 

By the same token, a greenhom 
should never be encouraged to assess 
a tobacco by its pouch arama. The 
flavers of high-quality tobacoss can 
be quite delicate, and some of the best 
leaf can have the mildest pouch aroma 
with undertones discernible only by 
the moat experienced and sophisticat- 
ed sniffers. An accurate assessment of 
pouch aroma comes only after dewelop- 
ing an appreciation for the flavors of 
buming tobacos, which translates imto 
an Understanding of bew great tebac- 
oot should smell im the pouch or tin. 


Fiddling with a pipe is a sure 
sign that fiddling with a pipe 

is fun 

Too many -ipe smokers propagate the 
errant claim that the “best” pipe smok- 
ers light their pipes once, and that's all 


it takes. Any fiddling with a pipe is a 
cure sign of weakness and poor pipe- 
amoking technique. In fact, fhddling 
with one's pipe ii a sign of one thing: 
Part al enjoying a pipe is fiddling with 
it This was a hard lesson for mve to learn 
given the repented times | heard this fal- 
lacy. Lighting a pipe once throughout a 
amoke should be left to pipe-smoking 
contest participants—and even they get 
hwo matches, for crying out bod. 

A few wise work from a few wise 
pipe smokers helped me overcome the 
fear of Jooking foolish when relighting 
a fife. The admonition against relight- 
Ing was so strong im my mina that | was 
even embarrased by maself. for myself, 
when smoking a pipe alome. Finally, 
when pipe carver Tim West pointed oul 
that the only good way te build a cake 
imide a pipe is to repeatedhy relight it, 

wad [ree to light my pipes with gleeful 
abandon. 


just butt it off (if you don't 
care about your pipe) 

Buffing is best lett to pipe artisans whe 
are finishing a new pipe. Ciice com- 
pleted and placed in the showroom, a 
pipe should never see a buffing wheel 
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again Uf at all possible. Once nomen- 
clature is gone, iwill newer peti, ane. 
| must sheepishly report that several 
of my pipes fell victim to the buffing 
wheel before | knew better. | have many 
good pipes on which the nomenclature 
hat been brutally butted away by a 
well-intentioned pipe retailer or repair 
man. Reeping a pipe clean and wiping 
it down regularly with a mild polish 
will avert the temptation of buffing. 
It's far better to have less 
sheen and keep all pour 
nomenclature, 


Expensive pipe 
reamers are, well, 
expensive 

Among the esientials new 
pipe amvoker are guided 
to acquire isa high-qual- je 
ity pipe reamer, and if J 
you're going to buy one, 
it should indeed be af 
high quality. But one 
pipe reamer will mever de 
if you own several pipes 
AkEt that includes a vari- 
ely of sizes and shapes is 
ideal but can be quite arn 
investment. Lf vou have a 
truly diverse collection of 
pipes with dramatically 
different shapes inside 
the chamber, finding an 
attachment that fits or 
an adjustable reanmer that 
will accurately adjust to 
4 particular pipe may be 
fruithess. 

Some swear oll reaners 
entirely, such as pipe arti- 
jan J.T. Cooke. [natead, 
Cooke and others recom- 
mend jandpaper only. 
Althowgh it ii mot advis- 
able to prompt a new 
amoker to wheld a knife 
ona pipe, lve found that 
carefully using a poscket- 
knife with a pounded fas oppoued to 
pointed) tip & ideal. It affords a geod bit 
more control in following the contours 
of the chamber and cutting the cake 
more union by te the exact shape of the 
pipe. A rounded tip helps avert mistak- 
enly digging the knife inte the chamber 
floor, Li you have the tine, sandpaper is 
beet. 1 you have ihe money, a full array 


dt 


of pipe reamers is probably wooth it. if 
neither, there are alternatives (I've even 
Witnessed a longtime pipe-shop owner 
use a battery terminal cleaner to do the 
trick—and quite effectively). 

Rather appropriately, the reurnd- 
tipped Cage pocketknife | use to cut 
the cake on my pipes was presented 
io me ai a college gracuation present 
by one of the editors al my Tennessee 
Tews paper. 
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Avid being derailed with bad advice. 


Clean your pipe once a month— 
only if you smoke it once a 
month 

One of the first books a pipe smoker 
might peruse is Pipesamking, a 21st 
Cenioy Cidde. While it may be an 
entertaining read bor some new pipe 
enthusiasts, a reader needs a very strong 
dose of skepticism to separate the useful 


information from the disinformation. 
The author romanticizes the pipe-clean- 
ing chore and writes, “Pipe cleaning 
can be as rewarding as filling a briar in 
anticipation of lighting it." The clogest 
[ pet to such a reward bs appreciating 
a nicely cleaned pipe offer it has been 
cleaned—but never while cleaning It. 
One must wonder, if the activity bs 
ao enjoyable, why the author further 
writes, “lrarely clean my pipes the day 
after | anvoke them. ln fact, 
it often a full menth or 
more before [ cam settle 
down and clean my. pipes 
with all the loving atten- 
thon they ceserve.” 

We'll grant the deserved 
loving athention. But the 
longer a pipe sits between 
cleanings, the more oppor: 
tunkty for alls and tars to 
seep into the briar, espe- 
cially in the shank. Ideally 
, a pipe should be cleaned 
aonn alter it haa ooobed 
adequately. Adter {irst 
never taking my pipe apart 
to-chean it—then overreact- 
ine by taking it apart every 
time—lve row setthed inte 
the proper schedule of tak- 
ing pipes apart every few 
months for a full clhean- 
ing for when a pipes poor 
perlonmance demands it). 
After each smoke, ideally, a 
pipe should be thoroughly 
cleaned with several pipe 
cleaners, removing all trac 
es of oilk and Lars. 


Victuals and libations 
make bad metaphors— 
and humidifiers 

One can grow weary of all 
the comparisons of tobac- 
co to cuisine, though now 
and then there are a few 
aproped metaphors (Trial 
by Fire comes up with some good 
eres but smartly wees them sparsely}. 
Generally speaking, the only relation- 
ship between food and tobacco ought 
to be a temporal one: There's nothing 
quite like a good smoke alter a hearty 
meal. As for comparing pipe smoking 
lo sipping wine, there's no more effec- 
tive way bo sour the stomach of a mew 


amoker than telling him to “drink” 
ihe smoke from his pipe. Pipe smok- 
ing involves pulfing—not imbibing. 
Wine tasting entails allowing wine to 
alosh about the mouth before swal- 
lowing it, neither ef which are good 
pipe-amoking techniques. Pipe smake 
doesn't ait well in a smoker's mouth 
for more than a few seconds—and the 
last place smake should sit is in ome’s 
stomach. 

Any folk remedy relying om food 
is a surefire recipe for disaster. Clacing 
amy type of food product in ome's 
pipe tobacco for amy reason ought to 
be unthinkable. Nevertheless, the sug- 
gestion of using slice: of fruit, such a 
an apple, as a home remedy to help 
humidity dried-out tohacoo somehow 
persis in pipe lore. Trying this once 
was enough for me and produced the 
anticipated result: The apple slice (and. 
tobacco) fumed moldy, af course, arid 
a perfectly good apple dice that could. 
hawe made part of a healthy lunch went 
bo wasbe. 


Mo ‘organic’ polishes please 
When he was putting together a two- 
piece fishing pod, my grandfather usec 
bo rub the male end on the side of his 
nose bo lubricate it My father taught 
me this trick from his dad as a means 
of making the two pieces slide together 
more easihy and come apart with jess 
effort. This seems like a fime use of nose 
ail, which would otherwise largely go 
lo waste. Bul using nose oll to polish 
a pipe is, well, dismesting. Sebum is 
the chief substance secreted in nowe 
ail, and when it breaks down, it can 
produce a hou! oder. It's the same basic 
oi) that lubricates your hair. So if you 
want to know just how stinky sebum 
can get, dan‘t experiment with your 
pipe. Simply dent wash your hair for 
a week and take a sniff. When it comes 
bo pipe smoking. body flulds are our 
enemies, not cur allies. Save your nose 
oll for fishing rods and other lubrica- 
tion applications that don't invelve 
VOUur pipe. 


Tapping tobacco is nothing but 
trouble 

Among the most common loading 
methods taught to novices & trickling 
tohacce into the chamber then tapping 
the side of the bow!. Tapping is intend- 


ed ta settle tobacco down into the 
chamber. After the initial load ts tapped 
into place, another layer is added, and 
the side of the bowl ik tapped again. 
Many suggest this process ahould be 
repeated three times to fully load a 
pipe. This methed, which could be 
called the “trickle-and-tap" technique, 
at best does nothing. At worst, it will 
clog your pipe 

In the case of a hearty ribbon-cut 
tobacco with long strands, the tobacco 
cannot be effectively trickled into the 
pipe. Cince cajobed inside the cham- 
ber, the ribbons will mass together, 
and regardless of how hard you tap, 
they won't budge. in the case of other 
cuts, especially fakes rubbed out right 
before smoking, tapping the side of 
ihe bow! completely undermines the 
loading process. When loading, you 
want the coarsest portions of tohaeco 
in the bottom of the bowl, with the 
finest pleces an top. Bul tapping will 
lonken the tinkest pleces of tobacco 
from the rest and send them right inte 
the bottom of the chamber—right 
where you don't want them. Onee in 
the bottom of the chamber, they will 
nearly invariably clog the draft hole or 
make thelr way into the stem to clag 
up an otherwise pood smoke. There 
are several altermative methods we 
explored in Back to Basics in fall 206, 
including the Milan method, which is 
guick and easy. The method uses prav- 
ity ta jettison small pieces of tobacco 
by loading the pipe while bolding it 
nearly upside down. 


Tongue bite? You've loaded 
your pipe too loosely (or not) 
The variables that cause tongue bite 
are far too numercus and varied to be 
traced bo ome cause. A dangerous myth 
that stubbormly periats blames tongue 
bite solely on the firmness with which 
one packs a pipe. It goes like this: 
Tongue bite comes from packing a pipe 
too Joosely, causing the tobacco te burn 
too hot, rewulting in tongue bite. As 
we explored in Back to Basics im fall of 
laat year, it i neta hotly buming pipe 
that lk the chief cause of tongue bite. 
Instead, the principal cause is often a 
poorly performing pipe with a restrict 
ed airflow, which causes the amoaker 
to pull ten vigorously om the pipe and 
agault his tongue with high comcen- 





Make Your Own Popes at Home! 
Werth me prior reperiae and with only 
basic bocls you cai lean te carve heir 
locm pipes. Everything you need & 
available from PIM, ge source for 
pipe making suppliss fer beth the 
nevioe and the advanced pipe crafter. 








STEP BY STEP NGTRUCTION 








Crdar PIMO's Guile to PipesCraiting 
at Home, “the Bible ofsipe making” for 
over a quarter of a cemury. Compler 
Instruction. 112 pages. Profusely lu 
tated. $18.00) (plus $1.50 postage) 


Pita MaserCan! Accepted 





TOOLS AND SUPPLIES 





Briar bhecks, Stems, Tools and Finishing 
Supplies are fisted in our FREE 
Giluleg. To ped yours, woribe bo: PIMC, 
Butternut Lame, FA. Box 21M3, Man- 
theder Center, WT 03255 or coll: (2) 
362-3971, 0 nom. bo 3 pam. weekdays. 
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trations of acidic smoke. And in fact, 
packing a pipe too tighthy—the reverse 
of the myth—or loading it so the air- 
way clogs can presdluce the same exact 
result. Improper humidification and 
lousy tehacco can ales prediuce a nasty 
case of tone bite. Untortunately, early 
on, | took this tenet all too seriqusly, 
Whenever | got tongue bite, | tried to 
load my pipe more tightly—again and. 
again. Of course, this led to drawing 
way too hard on my pipe and frying 
portions of my tongwe that took days 
ta recover. 
StS EEE ESE 

[ve had much to lJearm—and 
unleatn—about pipe smoking since | 
first raised that bent GBD to my lips at 
310 Pipe & Tohacos Shop. The lessons 
Ive learned are not the only things 
that have had to change over time: 
My dreams of professorial pondering 
in my office while smoking my pipe 
thoughtfully have had to go. There 
were a brief few years in Ohio when | 
enjoyed amoking my pipe while talk- 
ing to students—hut always outside. 
And for those few years, | made a point 
of bringing my unlit pipe into the 
tlasroom and using it as 4 pointer to 
pay homage to professor Crawford. But 
as we all know, that bas all changed. 
l leamed a few years ago that my for- 
mer university in Ohio has banned all 
amoking on campus: Puffing profes- 
sore (and stalf and students) must walk 
completely off campus property to 
light up. Even though | new reside in 
the tobacco capital of the world, North 
Carolina, at the university where | 
now work, there is no professor brazen 
enough to smoke on campus. The first 
few years while | was here, | attempted 
lo smoke my pipe in my truck while 
waiting for class to start. That was until 
a university staff member mentioned 
she saw me smoking in my truck. Gur 
awkward discussion made it clear that 
ahe was terribly alarmed. There were 
huge plumes of pipe smtoke billowing 
out every window of my truck. My 
colleamee clearly feared my track was 
actually on fire until she saw me—and. 
I'm sure she could barely see me—sil- 
ting and puffing in the frant seat. 
“That was (just) a pipe you were smoak- 
ing?” she asked. I've since decided. 
that sending such stark smoke signals 
to my colleagues and drawing that 
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much attention to my pipe smoking 
wouldn't serve my best interests. Now 
[drive around the black, which allows 
most of the smoke to dissipate a bit as 
it watts out my windows past students 
and professors. 

Paradoxically, the subtitle to The 
Rewards of Happy Pipe waoking pamphlet 
that Dawson gave me—and [ still have 
it—is “Dignity—Charm—Contentment.” 
While I still get a lot of contentment 
from smoking my pipe, the only dig- 
nity and charm | feel ane purely self- 
generated While much has changed. 
in the last few decades since | stopped 
at the pipe shop that day in the early 
“BOs, much hasn't. In Murfreeshors, 
Tenn., 310 Pipe & Tebacco Shop still 
stands proudly on Main Street, and 
the town continues to celebrate Uncle 
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Dave Macon Days. Although Dawson 
Wimeatt has gone to the great pipe- 
amoking lounge in the sky, his family 
alll owns and operates the shop. My 
Uncle Charlie still smokes his pipe, and. 
| still smoke that very same $15 GBD 
| purchased from Dawson. While [ me 
longer have the girlfriend, | still smoke 
the Hardcastle she thoughttully gave 
MMe aS a present. 

And, quite unfortunately, bad advice 
ati makes its rounds throughout the 
pipe smoking world, often making a 
beeline for the brand new smoker. 
Perhaps shedding some light om this 
more egregiously erroneous guicarmce— 
and discarding the rest—will save the 
pipe smoker a decade or twe in urray- 
eling the true tenets that make pipe 
amoking a pleasant enterprise. [7 


“THE WIFE WONT LET ME HAVE BOTH A 
WINE CELLAR AND A TOBACCO CELLAR, So THE 
WINE HAS GOTTA Go.” 


PPE AS LARAL ik = SP ETE 





Monjure International Giant Pipe Bag 
The new Monjure International leather pipe bag is perfect for giant pipes. 
At 16.5 inches lang by 13.5 inches wide by 4.5 inches deep, the lambskin 
leather bag halds four giant or oversized pipes. It also features two out- 
aide compartments and slots for pipe cleaners, lighter and tamper, and 
it has a renbovable leather tobacco box pouch. The bag allée includes a 
removable shoulder strap for easy carrying. 

Monjure International Giant Pipe Bags are available at fine tobacco 
retailers nationwide. To locate your nearest Monjure International 
dealer, contact the company at 204 Shadowlawn Drive, Jamestown, 
Ne 27282: phone: 336.889 250; fax: 356.889.9447) e-mail: pipadn ces 
dolcown; Web alte: wei nronpieiitentitional can. 










Dr. Philips pipes 
Der. Philips pipes provide a milder and cooler smoke thanks to their double 


bowl system. Dr. Philips pipes feature ceramic and briar bowls with space in 
between them and double cooling metal retainer rings around the tops of 
the bowls that allow the heat to dissipate between, which greatly recheces the 
chances of tongue bite. 

Because the tohacco chamber is inside the ceramic bowl, a Dr. Philips pipe 
doesn't require a break-in period, The interchangeable ceramic bowls also trap 
smoking residue, and the filter collects moishure, providing a dry smoke. 

Leamn more about Dr Philips pipes by visiting the company's Web site at 
Mv onpiiipspioe.conr, 





‘Xikar Pipeline lighters 
Xikar's new Pipeline lighters combine 
luxurious styling with dependable 
function and Xikar’s lifetime Wwarninity. 
The stainless body encases a sim- 
ple, replaceable flint ignition system, 
protected by a hinged ignition cover. 
‘The lighter can be refilled using Rikar 
butane and contains a stainless steel 
tamper hidden in the bottom body. 
Available in three finishes—black 
lacquer, blue lacquer and textured 
silver—Xikar Pipeline | lighters: are 
available al premium tobacco retall- 
ers nationwide. Locate your near 
est dealer by contacting Xikar at 
P.O. Box 025757, Kansas City, MO 
64102; phone: 888.266.1193; fuse 
816.421.3530; e-mail: infis@atkar.com; 
Web site: www.xikarcon, 





Pipe of the Year 2010 
eM -icleMwelaliuitliln 


It was a monumental task for Bradl Pohimann to 
make 50 pipes for this pipe of the year, given his : AND TORAcCCOS 
usual annual production is 100 pipes, but as you 

can see, he did a remarkable job. There's a lot 

going on with this pipe, more than can be easily 

seen in photographs. 





Of special interest is the spalted tamarind decorative wood on the hand-cut saddle bits. 
Spalted tamarind is 4 rare wood from southeast Asia. Each piece is unique. Spalting is a 
byproduct of decomposition as the wood lies on the forest floor. When the temperature 
and humidity are just right, spalting causes many different and intricate patterns in the 
wood. The unusual coloration is caused oy chemical reactions between the wood, fungi 
and insects, resulting in multicolored streaked wood. These reactions are stopped when 
the wood is kilned. It's difficult to work with, but the results are remarkable. 


This pipe was specially designed for P&T and displays interesting attnioutes from all angles. 
The sandblasts are available in several different colors and the smooth pipes in a variety 

of stains. Pohlmann does not grace his pipes out prices them individually according to 
grain, 50 there is a broad spectrum of prices. The sandblasts range from $475-$625 and the 
smooth pipes from $/50-$1,000. Photos of each of the individual pipes are available on 
the P&T Web site, but if you don't have Internet access, our customer service Gepartment 
can help you choose just the right pipe. 


These are handmade pipes, so there will be minor differences in size, though Pohilmann 
has done an exemplary job in maintaining their consistency. Still, the dimensions provided 
here are approximate: 


Length: 5.30 inches 

Bowl height: 1.75 inches 

Bowl depth: 1.50 inches 

Inside bowl diameter: 0.75 inches 
Stem width: 0.55 inches 

Weight: 1.75 ounces 


For more information or to order your 2010 Pohimann/P&T pipe of the year, contact our 
customer service department, 800.346.7469, ext. 938. or e-mail customerservice@ 
pt-magazine.com. 





BY MARK GRIMES AND ALAN BELLI 


Gustatory gratification 
with graphite 


Experiments with graphite yield promising pipemaking possibilities 


Experiments with different materials 
in tobacco pipes have rewarded pipe 
smokers for centuries, Modern maru- 
facturing techniques produce a sub- 
ilance of pure carbon that conducts 
heat well and is percus: graphite. We 
describe here experiments using graph- 
ite with different kinds of woods to cre- 
ate robust pipes that deliver delectable 
amoke. 

Clay, meerchaum and briar pro- 
Vide tobaceo smokers with fine smok- 
ing instruments, yet, perhaps fueled 
by the quest for that reproducible, 
sustained ambrosia experience, experi- 
menis in plpemaking are mot con- 
sidered complete. Creative construc- 
tion of crucibles for combustion has 
continued for centuries. Recently tn 
this magazine (spring 200), Willian 
Serad described various “syatem pipes” 
that employ a variety of configurations 
and materials designed to improve the 
amaking experience. Billie W. Taylor 
Ul, PhD. has extensively described The 
Pipe, which employed a graphite bowl 
in a plastic pipe (we thepipe infant 
history). Considering the passion for 
the grain structure im briar that sc 
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often graces these pages, the appeal of 
a plastic pipe is not likely to be rekin- 
dlecL But the idea of using graphite is 
worth exploring further. 

Briar is the king of pipe materials 
because, alter removing fesins by boil- 
ing and curing, a cake of carbon can 
be nurtured inside the bowl so that it 
doesn't taste like a camptire and burn 
aul. And the grain is beautiful! Gther 
types of wood also have beautiful grain 
and smell good too—lfor example, 
when cut of used as smoke chips for 
meat curing or planks for grilling. 
Apple and other woods, if great care is 
liken in forming a cake, also make very 
food tobacco pipes, as Tim Fuller has 
described in “Pipes in Other Woods," 
(asin pony othenvond ttn). Sore 
woods are too combustible for use in 
pipe bowls without great care or special 
treatment, however, amd the proce- 
dures for gleaning geod flavor from 
tobacco chambers made from other 
woods are typically not as well worked 
Out ak they are for briar, However, 
there is an altemative. 

Graphite is am ideal crecibbe for 
combustion. [tis pores and disperses 
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heat well. Graphite has about 40) times 
the thermal conductivity of wood amd 
one-third that of copper. Graphite bs 
easily machined and is itself inert to 
combustion. Lt is manufactured to 
punctilious purity for various deuce. 
trial applications including rocket 
nozzles, metal evaporation, cournthess 
metal molds and electrodes that melt 
metal, such as deep-sea pipeline bramd- 
ing irans. Graphite is pure carkon—in 
fact it is the second most stable comtig- 
uration of pure carton after diamend. 
The properties of graphite depend on 
its structure, which is planar, like a 
chain-link fence of hexagons, with 
carbon atom nuclei at each point of 
each hexagon and electron clouds like 
pillows above and below each plane. 
These hexagon planes like to stack 
on top of each other, a5 iim the case of 
natural graphite, which is quite dense, 
of pyrolytic graphite, which is desub- 
limated Irom gas. (Pure planar stack- 
ing predices graphite with fascinat- 
ing asymmetric reat- and electricity- 
conducting properties.) Graphite can 
be made porous by encouraging the 
carbon planes to settle at all angles. 


This is done by a high-pressure extru- 
alom process, or impertect deposition 
from the gas phase in pyrolytic graph- 
ite. Such praphite i porous enough for 
water molecules toa slip between the 
heoless. 

Since graphite is stable at tempera- 
tures al which many hard metals are 
molten, we hypothesined that it should 
itand up well to the rigors of burning 
tobacco: Lt should mot burn ner impart 
any flavor to the smoke, and it should 
comduct moisture and heat. Thus, we 
explored the beauty and subtle flavor 
of other woods by making pipes with 
Graphite bowls. 

Graphite roads are available im varl- 
ous diameters (for example, from Tr- 
Gemini, Hillside, UL. Jattasttedl-genein, 
cont). These were either shaped into 
howl and inserted into holes drilled 
inte wood, or inserted as rods and. 
then subsequently drilled of shaped 
inte tobaceo chambers during carving. 
We aloo used smaller-diameter graphite 
pods in shanks. (For pipemakers who 
wish to experiment with graphite, it 
should be noted that graphite makes 
very fine dust. The dust from hand- 
sawed graphite can be collected and. 
pul to geod use in treating the inside 
ob Briar bowls. Cost from machining 
should be collected with a vacuum that 
has a pood-quality filter, otherwise it 
works its way into everything.) The 
wood we used Included pecan, maple, 
walnut, chery, mahogany, bubinga, 
purpleheart, pacauk and, yes, beiar. 

One advantage of the graphite cru- 
cible ik that the smoke hole can be 
drilled im any location and at any 
angle. A gmoke hole exactly at the bot- 
tom af the bowl ensures even conburs 
tian in the chamber. Skilled drilling 
can prxduce a pipe where the smoke 
hole descends fram graphite through 
wood, meeting the shank smoke hole 
at an angle below the bowl. The bowl 
hole can also be drilled ata slight angle 
aff the shank hole, oo that it descencts 
tothe shank hale yet a pipe cleaner can 
ati pass all the way into the bowl. 

Shanks made of graphite can be 
machined in a tenon-mortise configu. 
fation or drilled directly into the bowl. 
Another advantage of graphite is that 
bowl: may be constructed of parts, 
auch as the |ust-mentioned shank 
drilled directly into the bowl, or even 


as itacked disks of cylinders of differ- 
ent diameters. As long as the parts fit 
flush with one another, they appear 
seamless when the tobacoo chamber 
is formed. The seam may even be an 
advantage for moisture wicking! 

Finally, just for fun, we made hybrid 
pipes that employ briare for the top 
part of the bowl and graphite under- 
neath, These pipes de need greater 
care for breaking im the briar part, but 
ao far they are holding up well, amd 
they impart a litthe briar favor bo the 
smoke. 


The basics 

Pipes with graphite bowl need no 
breaking-in period. The graphite bowl 
liner can be considered a premade 
noncombustible cake of pure, porous 
carbon. Graphite imparts no Haver, 
ac the first amvoke of a new pipe tastes 
al the wood surrounding it, which 
can be an ouistanding flavor combi- 
nation with tobacco. Walnut, cherry 
and pecan are particularly good with 
Virginia tobaccos. The wood flavor 
fades with time (eadly) as the wood 
becomes saturated with smoke pes 
ins. These resins in the smoke hole 
may leave a barely detectable flavor in 
the pipe if ome smokes a considerable 
amount of Latakia-containing tobacco 
then switches to a mild Virginia, but 
the bowl can be cleaned by wiping 
it out with a tissue, patch of cloth 
or a Pipe cleaner, and a wipe of the 
bowl with alcohol cleans out almost 
all flavors from previcas bowls. This 
means that dedicating a particular pipe 
to one type of tobacco may mot be as 
important a with lbriar pipes (though 
we have not vet continmed this with 
aromathe tobaocas). 

Cuaphite bowls can be used with a 
torch lighter without any risk of dam- 
age, which is a big advantage on windy 
days outdoors. 


Condensation 

Graphite bowls give a dry smoke 
becnuse some WALer Vapor escapes 
through the porous bowl, (The same 
can be true of briar because the woeod's 
cell structure and ducts that carry 
nutrients, like our capillaries, make it 
porous. Meerschaum actually absorbs a 
huge amount of water, which is dem- 
onstrated by a large increase in welght 
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when a block of meerschaum is wetted 
for carving.) Graphite bowls heat up 
uniformly, which helps to cause evap 
fation. The heat-comduction properties 
ob these pipes make them am out- 
alanding choice for Virginia flakes in 
temperate conditions. The puller has 
a much higher upper limit and wider 
range of airflow available io achieve 
ihe ambrola apex. Put another way, 
ihe smoker can pulf the burn rate up 
and down until it tastes pust right. 
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Under the most trying comditions, 
like smoking a Virginia flake outdoors 
ona ceol, rainy day, putting technique 
can go a long way to mitigate the 
gurgle: nevertheless, when smoking 
a Virginia flake outdoors on a damp 
day, the dreaded gurgle may devel- 
op. Let's consider the cause of gurgle. 
Combustion of plant material pro- 
duces carton dioxide and water. When 
the air is damp, the added water from 
combustion is more likely to comdense, 


Some people we a pipe cleaner while 
amoaking to sop up the moisture that 
accumulates, but this can be curmmber- 
some. Many of the “system” pipes from 
Beterson and others manage the water 
by creating an expansion chamber to 
collect bt. Abomg these lines, we made 
an experimental, large two-charber 
pipe from red and black walnut in 
which the graphite tehacco chamber 
is connected to a smaller chamber, 
alia made of graphite. This pipe gives 
a very cool, Davorful smoke, but the 
amall chamber collects a comsideralle 
amount of meolsture. 

Baske gas law will explain why any 
expansion chamber will increase the 
amount of condensation. Pressure 
times volume divided by temperature is 
constant (PV/TSPVyT), 20 asthe anoke 
passes from the smaller smoke hole 
to the larger volume of the chamber, 
ihe temperature must drop because 
ihe preisure (atmospheric pressure) 
doesn't change appreciably. This cools 
ihe smoke, but when the tempera- 
ture drops, water vapor condenses into 
4 liquid. That's why there is much 
mare moisture in pipes with expansion 
chambers than those with smoke holes 
al constant diameter from bowl te bit. 
There must be a better way. 

An alternative strategy is to keep 
the smoke hole constant but ue more 
graphite to conduct away moisture 
amd act ai a heat sink. We took this 
to extremes, using a large amount of 
graphite in pipes and graphite in both 
howls and shanks Some of these pipes 
are too heavy for no-hanmds smoking 
(graphite is denser than briarj, but 
they deliver outstanding Naver and a 
very cool smoke al moderate ambient 
lem peratunes. 

Graphite shanks inserted directly 
inte the bowl conduct heat very well; 
the stem gets hot to the touch when 
over-puifing on purpose, but the smoke 
still tastes wonderful. 

Mipes with lange amounts of graphite 
don't amake well in very cold weather, 
however. When smoking outside dur- 
ing winter days in Montana, that is, 
when the temperature if below 20 
degrees F (-7 degrees Ci), graphite con- 
ducts heat so well that the pipe goes 
out easily, and more aggressive pulling 
is required to keep it going. (ranted, 
these conditions of lanme-graphite-mass 


pipes smoked at such low air tem- 
perature: are not likely to be widely 
reproduced among the plpe-snoking 


population, but it's useful to push the 





envelope to explore the quter limits of 
design. 


More ideas 
We sought a wary bo improve the mots 
ture-wicking properties of pipes using 
tiaphite. Graphite bowl chambers can 
be ahaped by hard using a Poredom of 
Dremel high-speed tool to any shape. 
We tried different bowl Shapes, WoVv- 
ing fram a round bottomed, L-shaped 
chamber to one with a true V shape 
land iterations im between). The ¥- 
shape of tapered bowl works better to 
reduce gurgle in pipes with graphite 
howls. The only disadvantage of the ¥ 
shape is that the volume of tobacco is 
decreasecl 

One further discovery led ta the cre- 
ation af pipes that tenaciously refuse 
to furgle: leave some alr bebween the 
graphite bowl and the wood around 
it. This discovery was serendipitius A 
wraphite howl was inserted inte a briar 
pipe that had major internal flaws in 
the tobacco chamber and, with a good 
seal between the graphite bowl) amd 
shank smoke hole, the pipe smoked 
marveloudy. We naticed that other 
pipes made in this way that have inter 
nal air spaces surrounding the bowl 
don't develop any condensation. They 
may sizzle, bul they don't gurgle. We 
hypothesize that air space henveen the 
graphite bow! and surrounding wood 
may allow the porous graphite to wick 


Graphite bow! inside walnut with a briar insert om te 


or evaporate water more effectively. A 
graphite bowl coupled with a g@raph- 
ite stem provides additional material 
to conduct heat and allow water to 
evaporale. 


A comparison of favor 

hoow for che fin part: smoking experi- 
ments! We compared a new briar, a 
seasoned briar and a meerschaum to 
Graphite Pipes. hor These comparisons 
we chose tohaocod that are considered 
somewhat difficult but rewarding to 
amake. 

lL. A side-by-side comparison of a 
meerschaum and an all-graphite pipe 
was made with Mettelland Dark Star. 
Bowls were of similar dimensions, amd 
the tohacce was packed inte the pipes 
four hours before smoking on a nice 
Jume day. The meerschaun was fully 
dry and partially broken in with a few 
bowls (the inside of the bowl was only 
partly discalored). The test pipe has 
a very large amount of graphite and 
hadn't been smoked. At first light, the 
meerchaum had fruity top netes, and 
the tobacco tasted rounder at first, 
whereas the graphite was smoakter amd 
sharper. Dark Star had a smooth, mild, 
muted taste im the meerschaum, amd 
the burn rate had to be quite hot to 
get full flaver (the pipe became quite 
het in the hand): at low burn rate 
the pipe seemed to ahearkh the favor. 
The fraphite, in contrast, had a much 
greater range of both top and bot- 
tom notes, a hint of the pecan wood 
surrounding the bowl and very cool 


amake. The meerschaum fezled out 





at the end of ihe bowl with a gurele 
and met march flavor, Dark Star in 
ihe graphite produced a amocth, rich, 
sustained ambrosia at a low burn rate 
that lasted much longer and built to 
4a apectacular finish. There was mo 
gurele, but some wet doitle remained 
al the end, which, when a torch lighter 
was applied, yielded steam, then good 
amoke. 

2 ek We COP Tao pipes, ome 
bring, one graphite, both with nearly 
identical imternal dimensions, with 
tapered bowls and straight shanks. The 
graphite pipe employed a three-piece 
howl, internal air apace amd graphite 
shank. Both pipes had been smoked just 
once with the teut tobacco used for this 
aide-by-side comparison: McClelland 
Blackwoods Flake. The tobacco in briar 
tasted bright and flavorful with intense 
malt flavers and tangy, fruity, fresh 
hay-barn and leather notes combined 
with new-pipe camplire bitter tastes. 
The graphite pipe presented much saft- 
ef, liquid-smoath, cool smvake, and the 
dark notes were more prominent: port, 
red wine, expresso and dark chocolate, 
Both pipes at show burn rates delivered 
that rich malty ambrosia alang with 
ihe raisin and licorice motes for which 
this tobacco ik noted. Interestingly, the 
graphite pipe kept this flavor profile 
when burning hotter, while the briar 
became very bitter and temced to bite, 
The briar developed a gurgle mid-bow! 
and had some wet dotthe at the bottom 
at the end; the graphite had no gurgle, 
though a slight sizzle could be heard 
al times. The graphite required relights 


more frequently but lasted longer, amd 
only ash was beft at the end. 

The comparisons above are unlalr 
on one point: The pipes were relatively 
new, and beth meerchaum and briar 
pipes improve after a break-in period. 

4. To address this point, a direct com- 
parison was made with Samuel Gawith’s 
L792 Flake using a well-seasoned pick- 
axe briar (made by Tim Puller) and a 
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graphite-bowled walnut pipe, alsa well- 


seasoned. Theie both have tall marrow 
howls amd similar dimensions (though 
the bring has a longer shank). This dark 
flake ik very mild with a medicinal mote 
at low burn rates in both pipes. [im mot 
sure | like the medicinal tomquim favor 
that dominates at the low burn rate, but 
1702 Flake is delicious when buming 
hotter. A higher burn tate brings out a 


fich, stoved-tohacco flaver, but im the 
briar pipe, when the combustion tem- 
perature overshot, a bitter tate emerged 
that bit the tongue, whereas the graph- 
ite-howled pipe produced a large val- 
ume of full-flavored snvake with no bite 
even ata very high burn rate. 

These examples highlight the ben- 
efits of graphite: no break-in is required; 
the burn rate range is extended om that 
the smoker may find that “sweet spot" 
where each tobacco burns at the rate 
that brings out the best flavor; other 
woods cam be used that are beautiful 
and taste pend: graphite is easy to clean 
and very littl: of the previous kewl 
flavers the next one: outdoor smokers 
and anglers will appreciate the ability i 
fearlessly fine up torch lighters on windy 
days: and gurgle-free pipes that cool 
the amoke can be constructed without 
expansion chambers that promote oon- 
densation—there are no moisture-col- 
lecting reservoirs bo clean. Many moore 
experiments ore needed, for example 
with GL, Pease’s Hadde’s Delight, 
Cumberland and the mew Unicon Square; 
Samuel Gawith’s Full Virginia Flake; 
Escude, Dunhill {95; Frog Morton .. the 
list 16 too long to finish here. There is so 
much more data te aoquire ... 

We hope that adventurous pipe- 
makers who seek the greatest pustabory 
gratification will embark upon their 
own expendiments with graphite arid 
wood, for there is mone to be learned— 
and more pleagwire to be had in the 
learning! Pad 
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BY TAD GAGE AND JOE HARB 


Trial by FIRE 


Watch City Cigar 

Altimogt the nane might make vd oebak 
theyre just another clgar-forised retailer, 
fis Franceggiant, Muss, store isd serious 
destination fir pipe lover. Offerag botle 
bricks diiratiracive, well-stocked shugo ioe 
happen fo de in the Boston een) anu clicks 
ja robust Welt cite, weew-watchebtycigar. 
corm), Meritch City continues the traditlivr 
ay retailers offering carefully creted shop 
ends. Many of the blends reflect the 
wlely American appranctt to tilacor 
anatuires—iieral ise of Baler, dacudieg 
Iniflivered, ivicised dark cared Covendist, 
aid a relatively tehit fowch with Leatakia, 
Oriental leaf and Perkgere. 


Hampton Roads 

te: The deep mahogany-red fakes 
are act, pliable and rustically unmewen, 
reflecting the shap's use of an antique 
cutter. The rough preparation seems 
right in keeping with American tobacco 
shop tradition. This predominantly dark 
aged Virginia blend features flecks of 
lighter Virginia leaf, with a mild pouch 
aroma reminiscent of baked spbhoed pears 
and the slightly sweet perfume of aged 
Virginia leat. 

Detily blended to deliver complexi- 
ty, Lfound it performed best when dried 
slightly and very lightly rubbed cut. If 
you like your tobacco on the moist side, 
uae without drying but be prepared. 
to pulf slowly and relight frequently. 
Vigorous puffing to keep the moist 
tobaceo lit causes it to burn tes hot and 
lose a lot of flavor and complexity. The 
flakes are very dense but burned well 
when beft a bit chumky, as long a some 
finer rubbed-out leat is incorporated. 

This is a deep, rich Virginia bend 


a4 


without many bright motes. There is, 
however, a great deal of complexity amd 
interest in the middle and lower ranges. 
The Perique is used subtly, lending a 
hint of dark checolate ta the mikxture. 
Dent expect any of the fruity tang 
present in stoved Virginia mixtures, mor 
will you get any of the lemony of cit- 
rus highlights you find in blends with 
a larger portion of fluee-cured bright 
Virginia. 

In addition to dense flavers of 
dark chocolate and caramelized pear, 
there were hints of raisin and leather. 
Mostly, though, connoisseurs of aged 
Virginia leaf will recognize the unique 
and sweel resonance af sought-after 
“WaPer™ blends. This is mot an inexpen- 
sive blend, bur it competes well with 
the best in this category. It smokes well 
without any further aging, but it has all 
the characterivics of a blend that will 
cellar extremely well, given a year or 
mare. To heep tt fram drying out, you'll 
have to transfer from the plastic bags to 
a tight-sealing glass jar bo age. 


Hae: Hampton Roads is Watch City’s 
first attempt at both a Virginia and a 
flake. Composed of mostly ced Virginia 
with bright Virginias sprinkled in and 
a dose of Perique, the blend is pressed 
into cakes that are aged for three 
month: before being cut into onarse 
slabs (called “Rustic Flakes” by Watch 
Cloy) of variable thickness. The tebaccos 
Were easy fo separate, somewhat more 
like a variation on a crumble cake than 
a typical flake blend. The aroma was 
lightly sweet and tart. The smoke was 
mildly sweet at first light, with only a 
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faint fruitiness from the Perique. Gmce 
itoked and burning smoothly, in was 
apparent that the dose of Perique was 
a healthy one, amd U picked up a faint 
cigar flavor, which didn't last very long. 
The red Virginia had a deeper flavor, 
with the bright Virginia adding sweet- 
ness bo the character. By mid-bowl, the 
aweelness had developed more, and the 
Berique was still a prominent pact of the 
flaver profile. Described as a atralghit- 
forward bend, Hampton Roads offered 
few nuances throughout the bowl, with 
the finish similar to the beginning. 


Flake 556 

(race: This sliced flake with bots of crum- 
bles in the pouch delivers an intriguing 
nose of currants, plum and leather. The 
primarily dark flakes are flecked with 
some lighter leaf—perhaps either Burley 
inet advertised) or Mue-cured Virginia. 
| could hhave sniffed it all day, but I'd 
tather jump right in. The aroma is tue 
appealing. 

Lightly robbed, it packed nicely and 
lit quickly. Amd right from the first puff, 
this tehaceo made a statement: Spicy 
and playful, redolent with ripe fruit, 
this aged, stoved flake delivered knock- 
oul flavor from flest light to final pout. 
This rough-cut fake made my taste- 
buds stand at attention. This is a very 
sophisticated Virginia flake. It delivers 
the fruity smoothness of aged Virginias 
with a hint of tart bite presented by the 
caked, sliced Virginia leaf. The base is 
comprised of the Hampton Roads mix- 
ture, but this offer even more complex 
ity. While the bright Virginia doesn't 
deliver pronounced citrus notes, it lends 


a ditcemuble raw digar sweetness char- 
acteristic of fhue-cuned leat. 

‘Tite mixture worked beautifully 
in large and small pipes, although it 
hehaves much betber in smalher poipees 
when fully rubbed out and given a day 
oF Two ot open-air deving. Large bowls 
allowed enough alr to keep the meniat 
flakes burning without dramatic pull- 
ing. My guess is this tobacco will age 
very nboely, bul because of the potential 
for it to get crumbly when dry, you 
need be get it inte a glass Mason jar a 


400 as possible, 


H This blend is a variathon of 
Hampton Koads, with stoved Virginia 
added for a darker, more complex fla- 
ver. [tL is a pressed flake that is cul 
Into slabs similar bo Hampton Resads, 
and it Shared a similar appearance, 
aroma and compostthon to that blend. 
AL first light, Flake th, with 
the Perique and bright Virginia sorme- 
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what muted compared to the Hampton 
toads, and this continued through the 
bowl Once the blend wat well-stoked, 
the red Virginia maintained tts richmess 
and tang, and [ thought it melded nice 

ly with the darker note of the stoved 
Virginia. (verall, | liked this variation 





to the Hampton Roads and appreciated 
the added complexity of the blend. As 
With the Hampton Koad, | detected a 
berbel, Lalit Cigar flavor as | preressect to 
mid-bowl. Both the strength and depth 
ef flavor began to build by mid-bowl 
and continued to build through the 


remainder of the bowl. 





Crumb Cut 





Watch City’s blenders make a 
pretty god argument om their web 
site fier the fact that a Burley mixture 
can stand of fall om how the leaf & cut, 
Blends primarily featuring a classic cube 
out (small quarter-inch square chiumks) 
can Burn unevenly and require oon- 
tinual relighting. Plus, moat cube-cut 
Burley [we smoked tastes really lousy, 
Kibbom-cut Burley tends to smmobe baal 
and hot by the time it's dry enough to 
keep lit without athletic pudfing. A low 
level of natural stygars in Burley means 
there's nothing to smooth out the burn- 


Ing process, forcing the smoker to pulf 





more vigorously to maintain airflow 





suificient keep the tohacoo going. 


Of course, that's why so many Burley 


blend are cased with flavored glycerin 
to artilicially maintain the moisture 
oonbernt. 


lwas impressed iy how Watch City 


addresied the challenge of producing 


a Burley mixture without the apcematic 
saicing. The blend features two difter- 
ent cuts of Burley—broken cubes and 
short cul ribbons. The nature of the bro 
ken cube cut alan cererabes a bit ol pow 
der, which can enhance combustion 
bul needs to be mixed inte the blend 
before filling your pipe. Othenaie, 
you're liable to find an unsmokeabdle 
pile of powder when you're chose to 
the end of the pouch. The mixture is a 
uniioam medium brown indbeative of 
Burley. There is no casing or flavoring, 
so the pouch aroma is what You expect 
from a straight Burkey mixture—a light, 
woolsy scent reminkcent of the fall 
alter tie leaves hawe tumbled to the 
are. 

The moisture content is pertect from 
the get-eo—dightly on the dry side 
bul definitely not brittle. Crumb Cut 
should not be rubbed out, mor should 





it be packed too tightly. While | use a 
number of different packing methods, 


this mixture should be handled the 


old-fashioned way—irickled inte the 


bowl and gently thumb-tamped, lit and 
pressed down Sliehtly. 

One of the nice littl: sunprises of this 
blend is what [call a comdimental use of 
Latakia. You con't smell tt in the pouch, 
and once You Light up, You really cant 
taste it. But like a pinch of salt or dash 
ol sugar in a vinkorette salad dressing, 
it adds a little Something. Im this case, 
the coml-amoaking properties of Latakia 
smianth aut the blend amd add a bat 
mare interest than a straight Burley 
olfers. 

A4 4a feviewer, there ton't a hot | 
can aay about Hurbey that haan't been 
said lightly nutty, woods, earthy and 
reminiscent of forest leaves. But if you 
like straight Burley, this mixture goes a 
long way bo minimizing the downabde 
of Burley and delivering a pleasant, true 
faves. 

H Nhs is a Burkey blend with a small 
amount of Latakia, presented in what 
Wateh City calls a “Crumb Cut" This 
cut i4 granular, with small to medi- 
um chunks af tobaceo and some loose 
flecks that vary in size. inserted a pipe 
Cleaner into the bottom of the bowl 
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before loading te help avoid the smaller 
flecks entering the smoke channel. In 
the pouch, the aroma is slightly sweet, 
and the leathery aroma of Latakia is 
faintly neticeable. The compositien is 
light golkten te medium brown Burley. 
At the match, this blend is very envooth 
and mellow and mot loo agoressive 
on the palate. The flavor is purely the 
Burley nuttiness with a light sweetness 
and medium body. lt burned cool and 
dry in bowls of different ize and left a 
nice, salt ash. As described, the Latakia 
is perceptible only iin its cooling effect, 
but! think it gives this blend a very wel- 
come depth that should make it attrac- 
tive to most pipe smokers whe enjoy a 
straight Hurley tobacco. 


Peach Crumb Cut 

tae: Thi combination of crumb cut 
Burley and light and dark Cavendish 
delivers a powerful aromatic peach and 
vanilla punch in the pouch aroma—a 
definite warning to straight English 
blend lowers burt ain enticement bo fans 
of arqmatic blends. The moisture con- 
tent of this dark and light dabbled 
medium cut is just about perfect cut 
af the gip-seal bag. If you like your 
tobacco slighthy drier, it needs several 
days of alring because of the casing. Be 
carelul, however, because I tec dry, ihe 
powdery residue from the crumb cut 
will fall to the bottom of your bowl and 
you'll draw in bits of dust throughout 
your smoke. 

Upon lighting, the peach flavoring 
is far more understated than the pouch 
aroma. tt kk indeed peachy, but sub- 
tly so. There's no bitter smoking or 
SOD Altertavte present as im sone aro- 
matics. The addition of the naturally 
fired Cavendish provides an excellent 
complement tothe peach flaver. In this 
mixture, Burley is simply the vehicle 
to. deliver the peach and Cavendish 
flavers. As with Original Crumb Cut, # 
liked this better im a small to normal. 
seed bowl—up to a Dunhill Group 4. 
1 mean, that’s still a generously simed 
bowl. Tried in a magnum-size bowl (for 
those of you who really dig the big}, 
the fine and crumbly texture was too 
difficult to manage 


He: This blend uses the crumb cut 
Burley for a base, with black and 
golden Cavendish amd a light peach 


th 


essence added. The pouch aroma was 
mostly from the added essence, and 
even though | couldn't identify the 
aroma specifically as peach, it smelled 
good and readily filled the room with 
an attractive and pleasant aweetess 
At the first towch of fire, the smoke 
was smooth, sweet and creamy. Cince 
stoked it delivered lots of fawor fron 
the essence and a pleasant mom note, 
which remained for a bong while. As | 
progressed down the bowl the ached! 
flavering—but not the sweetness— 
burned off and was pretty much dis- 
sipated by mid-bowl. This allowed the 
underlying characters of the Burley and 
Cavendish to emerge. Throughout the 
bow), this blend burned amacth, cool 
and dry with a medium level of body. 
Peach Crmb Cut is a blend 0 wouldn't 
hesitate to smoke in a coowd, amd if 
anvone chjected te the aroma, I'd just 
say it smells peachy. 


Nor Easter 

tiace: Billed as being similar to The 
Churchwarden (and it looks the parti, 
this black block features more Hain and 
dark Burley Cavendish amd best cigar 
leaf and Perique. The pouch aroma 
it les aggressively Latakia laden and 
has more overtomes of Turkish and 
Cavendish. 

It packed, lit and burned icertl- 
cally to The Churchwarden, deliver- 
ing a creamy, pleasantly vanilla room 
atoma with virtually mo Latakia scent | 
wanted this mixture to work for me, but 
alter several pipefuls, it sinuply did mot. 
Itseemed the flavors lought each other, 
delivering a disconcerting sweetness 
that seemed to fight with the pungent 
flavor of the Latakia and cigar Jeaf. 


Huon: This is a blend that has been 
presied into a cake, then cut into a 
rectangle about an inch on each side 
and 45 inches long. it & firm but pliable, 
so that it & easy to break off a bowl- 
sized plug that can then be crumbled 
and separated inte chunks according 
to your preference for loading into the 
howl A cake like this holds the mois- 
ture well. For same, a period of tine for 
drying before loading may be prefer- 
able. | find with a crumble cake that 
there can be flecks that ape too small, ao 
care needs to be taken te load the larger 
pieces Into the bottom of the bowl so 
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the smaller flecks don’t wander inte the 
anboke channel. The smaller pieces can 
be added on top te help gee the load 
easily charmed and ready to smoke. The 
aroma is sweet, with a rich anmvokiness 
frown thee Latakla that makes ip the bulk 
af the blend. The composition i mostly 
dark tobaccos with medium tan to 
medivm brown tobaccos mibeed in. At 
the first ight, the smoke is dominated 
by the anvoky, slighily leathery flavor of 
Latakia that is delicately complimented. 
by the pungency of the Orientals, the 
body of the Burkey aind the sweet fruitl- 
ness of the Perique. A creamy sweetness 
is added by the black Cavendish that 
makes up the remainder of the oompo- 
ition. Noreaster & very smooth, rich 
and balanced, as well as clean burning, 
and with a medium level of complexity. 
There is a touch of char leaf added, but 
li was a wery faint part of the complex- 
ity that was hard to separate from the 
other tobacco. The blend burned cool 
and dry and left a mottled grey and 
black ash. 


The Churchwarden 

tace A bot ef blends are pressed into 
takes to accelerate the marrying of 
flavors, but it tant offen pipe smokers 
Bel to enjoy working with these blocky 
concoctions. Most caked blends need 
to he sliced inte flakes yy the pros with 
appropriate equipment. You can't slice 
A presied cake on your kitchen counter 
with a sharp knife. 

So, part of the fun of The 
Churchwarden is that you get a block 
af tobacco to play with, Because it's a 
crumble cake—small bits of tobacco 
tightly presed—prying it apart with 
your fingers yields a relatively fine mix- 
ture. Thi process needs to be dome gen- 
thy of pou end up with powder that will 
race down your pipe’s draft hole and 
wind up on your tongue. For that pea- 
gon, you don't want to let this cake dry 
out Keep it moist and smvoke it slowly. 

There isn't a lot you can say alsout 
the appearance, other than it looks 
like a big, black eraser. Incorporating a 
bold 30 percent Latakia with cigar leat, 
plus dark stowed Burley Cavendish and 
Derique, the 30 percent of lighter colored. 
Turkish beat doen't stand a chance on 
the visual spectrum. The pouch aroma 
is absolutely enticing for a Latakia lover, 
alihough not overpowering. 


Dawe to the crumbly character, | found 
it packed beat when lightly broken, 
tickled into the bowl and packed men- 
tly. 1 Lit easily and burned with a mini- 
mum of relighting. My pipes all envoked 
4 bit juicy, requiring judicious use of a 
pipe cleaner. [t might smoke differently 
if allowed to dry, but | was concerned 
it would simply get too powdery when 
broken off the block. However, breaking 
it up ahead of time and then allowing 
it to dry produced pood results, but | 
thought it burved hotter and lost some 
complescity. 

The cigar leaf isn't a distinct favor, 
but | bellewe it added a dried mushroom 
roundness to the blend. With 30 percent 
Latakia, The Churchwarden definitely 
offers enough puch for Latakia bowers, 
but it wasn't overpowering. [t balanced. 
nicely with the touch of matural black 
Cavendish that was uied. The Oriental 
leat, which Watch City says comprises 
40 percent of the blend, lent a lightly 
aweel and woodey Davor but very much 
alayed in the background. The Perique 
Wat mol moticeable. 

| don't beliewe cellaring will lend 
much bo this tobacco. If you want to 
buy a bunch and set some asice, my 


suggestion would be to press the alr 
qutal the heavy plastic gip-seal pouch 
it comes in, Put if in another zip-seal 
hag and store in a glass Mason jar. That 
might keep it fom drying out for sev- 
eral months. 


thee: Watch City calls this blend the big 
brother to the Noreaiter and a stowter 
blend of Turkish, Latakia and Perique. 
The Churchwarden is very similar in 
appearance to Noreaster, amd it is pre- 
sented in the same cake form and cut 
inte a similar rectangle as its “smaller* 
brother. Using Noreaster as a base, this 
blend features am imcrease in cigar leat 
and the addition of iinsweetened Green 
River black Cavendish. | found the 
pouch afoma to be sweeter, with the 
Latakia smokiness not a: prominent. 
Once stoked, The Churchwarden was 
amooth and pungent, with the Latakia 
more in the background and the Lamir 
Turkish tobacco more prominent com- 
pared to the Mor'easter, Even though 
there was more cigar leaf, | didn't detect 
it until | approached mid-bowl, and 
even then it was delicate, adding more 
to the complexity of the blend than to 
the flavor prefibe. | liked the lterplay cof 
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the tebacoos more in this blend than | 
did the other brother, but that could be 
because | enjoy the more Balkan blends 
over the more English blends. These 
blends certainly aren’t twins, but they 
are twa brothers you can easily like. 


Deluxe Crumb Cut 
trace: Featuring a base of Original Crumb 
Cut plus natural black Cavendish and 
easily identifiable bits of deer tongue, 
the pouch aroma featured a pretty pun- 
gent vanilla nose. Since aromatic casing 
is not mentioned, | assume that scent 
is imparted by the deer tongue, which 
has a vanilla scent when cut or crushed 
fresh. Tt amazed me how much vanilla 
aroma remained in the ciry bits of leaf. 

[found the litte green flecks of deer 
tongue a quaint addithon in this tan- 
nish-brawn mixture. Por these unfamil- 
iar with this condiment, deer tongue 
is the leaf of a woodland herbaceous 
flowering plant frequently used in old 
tobacco blends to impart a light vanilla 
flaver and aroma. |t's seldom weed these 
days, in part because manufacturers 
learned how to deliver stronger vanilla 
flaver with casing. 

The mixture is pertecthy humidified 
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and is a straightlorward Burley blend 
with an intersting dark chocolate com- 
plexity delivered by the natural black 
Cavendish. While deer tongwe smells 
like vanilla, [we never found it tasted 
like vartilla. Instead, it contributes a 
pleasing grassy or mew-imiown hay flavor 
ta the amvoke. Two other blends that 
feature deer tongue are Hearth & Home 
Old Tartan (previously reviewed) and. 
Comell & Diehl's Crooner. Buy all three 
for an interesting taste comparison. 

Deluxe Crumb Cut reflects te origi- 
nal aromatic Cavendish, This distinctly 
American-style blend is especially inter- 
eoling in pipes with more favor-neutral 
characteristics—clay, comooh and meer- 
achaum—which facilitate sampling the 
subtle flavors. 


thee: This blend features crumb cut 
Burley asa hase, with unflavored black 
Cavendish and deer tongue added. The 
pouch aroma is faintly sweet, sugmest- 
ing some topping has been added. Deer 
tongue has a greenish prey that, but you 
have to look carefully to see it in the 
blend. As with the Original Crumb Cut, 
some of the larger nuggets in the bend 
had to be broken Into smaller pleces. 
Chrerall, it was mot as coarse os the hae 
blend. At first light, Deluxe (rumb (ut 
was smooth, with deeper notes than the 
Original Cromb Cui, most likely from 
the Cavendish that had been added. 
The deer tongue has a faint sweemess 
and hint of vanilla flavor. Sone find it 
salty or clirusy, but | didn't detect either 
of those notes. This blend burns ool 
and slow and was mol easy bo provoke 
to overheating. lt stayed sweet to about 
mid-bowl, when the sweetness began 
to fade. | preferred this variation over 
the original because of the increased 
complexity of flavor and the added 
sweetness and deeper notes. Try both 
of them—either one could) become an 
all-day blend for you, of both for treats 
on alternating clays. 


Anvericana 

Lace: This crumbly mix of Burley, dark- 
fired natural Cavendish, Turkish and 
Latakia presents a pungent but not 
overwhelming nose of Latakia. Very 
typical of American-style Balkan blends, 
Latakia is lightly employed while the 
Burley is a prominent element. A com- 
bination af cube cot and some slightly 


4H 


finer particles, it lights quickly when all 
components are well mixed. 

Typical of many Hurley mixtures, 
the first few putts were a bit harsh. it 
settled down quickly into a remarkably 
amooth and cool smoke. The Latakia 
and Turkish made a significant oon- 
tribution to the mixture's slow and 
cool smoking properties. | realby had to 
work to discern amy parthcular Turkish 
tobacco character. | sensed it primar- 
ily as a subtle and Criental-sweet back- 
drop. The Latokia’s presence was. nearly 
as minimal, although Ill admit being 
acousiomed to amoking bold Latakia 
mixtures, and my palate may be o bil 
more desensitized to Latakia than eth- 
ers. For Burley fanatics who like very 
mild Balkan blends, this i a good 
choice, of an interesting alternative 
for those who like English blends but 
find most Burley blends too bland. lt 
offers enough character to captivate 
your Loberest 


Heo: Described as an Amverican twill on 
4 traditional English blend, Americano 
features Watch City’s crumb cut Hurley, 
Turkish, Green River Cavendish and 


Latakia tobaccos. The blend is com- 
posed of golden Burley, mixed with 
medium to dark brown tobacces, and 
darker black tobaccos that make up 
perhaps 45 percent of the composition. 
In the pouch it was crinkly dry, per- 
fect for immediate packing. The aroma 
wast slightly sweet and smoky. The cut 
included some large nuggets that need- 
ed to be broken inte smaller chunks. 
At the first light, the smoke was very 
amenoth, out | found tt hard to light and 
char. Chice stoked, however, Americana 
wat easy to keep lit, and it burned 
alow and dry. The blemd delivered a 
amiceothiness and definite Latakia flaver, 
with the Turkish spiciness a nice nate 
and the Cavendish and Burley adding 
a delicate sweetness. The Burkey adds 
bady, which is noticeable on the palate, 
but the flavor character of this tobacco 
wat masked a bit by the strength of the 
Latakia. Wy mid-bowd, the Latakia was 
the prominent flavor with the Turkish 
tobacco spiciness underneath. | would 
categorize this blend as a medium 
English blend, with mederate complex- 
ity and a fair level of body provicted by 
the Burley. a0] 
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BY TOM BURKE 


What’s in a name? 


Can a frog sell pipe tobaceo? Can a 
pair of polka-det boxer sleorts? Black 
ducks? Barking dogs? University pro- 
fesiors? WAWI fliers, whales, ships or 
tired noosters’ After all, a gecko sells 
auto insurance—why can't an elegant 
emu sell pipe tobaces? 

In fact, elegant emus, bald-headed 
teachers, blind mone, sunzabinches, 
grandma, any number of famous land- 
marks, forelgm countries, numbers 
from 1 to 10M) and believe it oF not, 
actual tobaceo names all really do 
“sell” pipe tohacce. 

Of course, clever pipe tobacco 
names aren't the only factor driving 
overall sales. Industry leaders state 
unequivacally: [t's what's in the 
can, not on it, that drives business. 
The blender’s art motivates repeal 
sales and the blender's art drives 
volume. 

But it's the marketer's art that gets 
pipe smokers buying and trying a 
particular blend in the first place, arid 
tobacco names, tin ilbustrations arid 
company personalities are the keys 
to product trial, these same industry 
eNXeCULIVES Say. 

The Workd Wide Web and social 
networking sites are helping to keep 
pipe smokers connected and informed. 
It wat the Internet that reintroduced 
Me to pipe amoking a year ago. 

Last June, while spring cleaning, 
| unearthed a 34-year-old pile of 
pipes burned deep in a clowet. “What 
the heck!” | thought, “I'd like to try 


pipe smoking again.” So down to the 
local tobacco shop | went (probably 
the only tobacce shop within 30 
miles of my 20F code, bow local is 
that’), where | found a tin of some- 
thing semi-pricy, read the label and 
thought, “sounds delicious, manly 
and inviting.” (The label said some- 


AN ExCcpticnealty rhc 
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thing about “bringing thoughts back 
to old tines 2") 

The experience wasri't like any ald 
times | imagined or remembered. That 
tobacco burned, stung and bit and 
tasted terrible. It made oe sneeze. I'd 
had a similar reaction to a bargain 
jug of vino | once bought, stull that 


surrecrcathy ariel clears 
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should have been labeled “Por trodes 
trial wee/external application only.” 

In the old days, that would have 
been the end of it. The tobacco shop 
clerk, a kindly, elderly lady who knows 
more about crosswords than Hurley, 
Cavendish or Virginias, wasn't going 
to give me any sage advice on another 
bleed. 

The three other tobaccos on the 
atore’s shelf (it's mostly a cigar store 
and lottery ticket qutlet) weren't the 
finer types | aspired to: they were the 
“drugstore” variety | imagined discern- 
ing pipe smokers sniffed at, mot sniffed 
ol, i) was wrong about that, as about 
a0 many other things in lite! 

OF course, outside advice was out of 
ihe question: No ome | know smokes 
4 pipe, and how often do you see 
someone on the street with a stick of 
burning tree root clamped between 
their teeth? 

Mo, truth is, if it weren't for the 
World Wide Web, these pipes would 
have gone back inte the closet await- 
ing the day my heirs put them out on 
4 table at my final garage sale 

So blame my new addiction on the 
Internet. There's a site—no, there are 
a score of sites that coddle and cajole, 
describe and delight, tempt and tease 
the unlettered, unsuspecting but clear- 
ly susceptible nascent pipe corrnate 
aeur ina haze of emoke and romantic 
phracenlogy. 

First, | had to learn a new language. 
Tobaceos are described in categories 
such as “English” of “Oriental” or 
“Aromalics”; they come from exot- 
ic far-far-away places: Syria, Cyprus, 
Turkey and Sa. Plaquemines Parish, 


nee 


su 


La. they have friendly sounding 
name: such as good ‘ole Cavendish, 
or eweet/bright Virginia and the ever- 
stalwart Burley. 

Their manufacturers, wow ... what 
guy wouldn't want to buy something 
from the Mac Barens or the highland 
McClelland clan? How oould Peterson 
al Dublin steer you wrong, or Samuel 
Gawalth & Co. Ltd. of Cumbria tn 
the United Kingdom, of Cormell & 
Biehl, based in down-home, good-ole 
Morganton, NwC., mot be trustweor- 
thy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, 
kind, etc., ete., ebc.? 

Bul transcending the luster of oor- 
porate names are the tehacco blend 
namer—the individual names of the 
individual mixtures. That's what 
henoked me. 

For those aspiring to the tweedy 
self-image of a Balliol College fellow 
or an (sxtord Don, such as the Gumcus 
linguist and Lond af the Rings author 
LB. Tolkien, for example, smoking 
Peterson's University Flake or Fox‘s 
Provest (a blend frat concocted for 
a Trinity College, Dublin, professor 
clica 1480) feeds the ego and fires the 
imagination, a& does Ondord Flake, 
Weatmilnster ard British Woods. 

For the more adventurous, Samuel 
Gawaith's Squadron Leader conjures 
scenes of trim young heroes, riding 
boots sottly shining, silk scart wrapped 
around their necks, standing alongside 
their triaty Sopwith Camels—the men 
al the Dawn Patrol and the knight- 
heod af the sky battling over Wis 
Western Fromt, taking time between 
jousts to saver a straight Canadian 
gently effusing Brigade Campaign 


Dark Flake, Bengal Slices, Navy Flake 
or Morning Watch. 

Want the sophistication and fash- 
ion sepnr-faire of the Duke of Windsor 
or Fred Astaire? [t's as simple as crack- 
ing open a tin of Barrister, Elenheim, 
The Bankers, Hunt Club Blend, Park 
Square of Baker Street (complete with 
ihe image of Holmes pulling on his 
trademark shag-filled calahbash 

Want to feel the pull of the exotic 
lands and the mysterious lune of worlds 
faraway? Slip inte a meerschaum filbed 
with Samovar Byzantium or Silk Read: 
ait by a fire watching the smoke from 
amyima, Fez, Balkan Sasieni or Rombay 
Court cud upward, taking you with it 
to float unfettered in the lands beyomd 
the sea. 

There's a lighter aide to tobacco 
names as well. For readers who recall 
ihe ne pipe-weed played in the lives 
of Sam and Freda or Gandalf and 
Gimli, the marketplace alfers Shelob’s 
Lair, Smaugweed, Treebeard and 
Southiarthng. For the drier wits, those 
with a yen to make a subtle state- 
ment, stoking up from a pouch of 
Bald Headed Teacher, Firehouse Dog, 
Mocsescat, Purple Cow or Exhausted 
Roaster is just the thing. 

Finally, for the no-nonsense, work- 
ing stiff kinda guy, there's working 
ati, no-nonsense tobaccos to stuf 
into their rain-stained, stem-chewed, 
beaten-up old briar or prosaic cob, a la 
Miner's Blend, Noreaster, Shamecck, 
Smoker and Foo Cutter. 

But where do these mame; come 
from? Geo they really sell tobacco? 
Who stands alongside the blencder put- 
ting a moniker on bits of Burley, vats 
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ol Virginias or lashings of Latakia? 

Well, in the US., it's as diverse 
4 group of entrepreneurs amd bora 
fide characters as one could imag- 
ine: ex-marketing executives, working 
marketing executives, second career 
auto dealers and gamblers fin the 
good American business sense, mat in 
the craps, blackjack of poker sense}. 
Tebaceo lovers all, iusiness people 
ol varying degrees, and as outgoing a 
bunch a ever there were. 


McClelland 

Mary McMiel. president of Met lellarnd 
Tobaceo, is one of that diverse group. 
Shes not only responsible for some of 
the moet innovative names in tohaece 
marketing, but the tobacca's personal: 
ity as well, at least as it's defined by 
the look of the label and the persona 
at her company. The tin art can be as 
important as the tin mane, recogniz- 
ing, of course, what's in the tin it the 
most important factor of all. 

“Branding a tobacco ism't easy," 
McNiel describes. "Theres a lot te 
choose from. First, of course, there’s 
the blend itself. We make what we 
like. but we like a bot of different 
things,” she went on. “So we talk bo 
our petailer te gauge the market, to 
aee what's selling, what the customers 
are asking for." 

“Sometimes the tobacca manmes 
itself, such as cur new Royal Cajun 
line. Introducing a new tobacoo line, 
crafted from a new tobacce leaf, “Cajun 
Black’ ... well that was just so much 
fun to play with,” she said, “and it’s 
heen suocessful.” 

“sometimes we just find a mame 
we like, such as our Elakeney’s Best 
‘toasted’ line. We picked the name in 
honor of the old (1934) Leslie Howard 
movie, The Scarlett Plepenel, which 
we lowe." Sir Percival Blakeney was the 
name af the English aristocrat whi 
doubles at a freectom fighter, liberat- 
ing French nebles fram BRobespierre’s 
Rein of Terror and beheadings. 

“It was a mistake to surrender the 
marketing power of our Met lellarid 
name fora name na one knew, and | 
think we overemphasized the toasti- 
ness with pictures of breakfast and. 
toasbers. It ben’t fiat toasty." 

Her Frog Morton line, however, 
hit the bull's-eyve both in terms of 





taste and marketing. “There's a lat of 
thought that goes into smoking a pipe, 
a degree al fantasy and some fun. We 
havea few people whe have ‘serbously" 
conresponded with Frog Morton. That 
has been fun, for them as well as for 


Le. 
“Of course, we're a business. While 
the pipe tobacco smoking experience 
is ephemeral and smoke is elusive, the 
material elements of names, labels and 
descriptions are important, especially 
to the initial gale. Products have to 
stand out on the shelf,” dhe said. 
When asked why the MetClelland 
corporabe symbol, a breeching baleen 
whale, graced the packaging of a 
Soattish-sounding company, head- 
quartered in Kansas City, Mo., her 
explanation was stralghtlorward and 
linged with emotion. “It's dedicated 
tomy father, an immigrant who came 
to this country aloe as a teenager.” In 
his third month aboard a freighter des- 
tined for the United States in 1915, 17 
years old and tiring fram the crossing, 
wondering if his emigration was such 
a good idea, be spied a pod of whales. 
They were beautiful and free; their 





suiidden appearance renewed his exu- 
berant outlook. “It changed his fear 
to anticipation of the mext wondrous 
thing awaiting hin in America.” 


Cornell & Diehl 

Craig Tarler, owner of Comell & Mehl, 
ob }organton, NaC. fas a lifetime 
of marketing experience, much of it 
gained in the canyons of New York 
City. A former public relations execu- 
tive, he's familiar with branding, mver- 
chandising and product image. His suc- 
cess With C&D i an elegant testimony 
bo his exprertise. 

Tarler says, “When it comes to nam- 
ing a product or putting an illustration 
on the tin, my goal is to attract atten- 
tian. We try to make a memorable 
impression so that people will remen- 
ber and recognize the tobacco." 

He says he really doesn't care what 
the rane is as bong as it attracts atten- 
tion. His flights of fancy, personal pre- 
dilections and unique sense of humor 
are readily observable in brands such 
as Flegant Emu, Purple Cow and Sams 
Blend. 

But his practice sometimes belies 
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his words, and although he laughs a 
lot and is clearly having great fun in 
his second successful career, he's got a 
serious side, 

Take for example the mame of 
4 blend created in memory of the 
September 11 tragedy. Tribute was sold 
for a $10 additional premium, and 
C&D contributed more than $10.01 
to a fund for September 11 families. 

His Nassau, the same blend as 
Tribute, was named to honor mem- 
bers (and friends) serving on the U.S. 
Navy's amphibious assault ship USS. 
Nagar, and the tin art became the 


Sa 





deployment patch for the 
ship's tour of duty in the 
Near East ard Gulf. 

But Tarler’s lighter side, 
a0 clearly evident in his 
naming a blend after his 
love of English canal boats, 
an emu he passes on his way 
to work, his son's dog amd 
an old roodter he encoun- 
tered on a local farm, is the 
driving force in his market- 
ing efforts. 

Yet even Tarber seems to 
have his limits. He relates, “Cur Geno 
Morning Blend label feaqures a cler- 
miman and two parishioners being 
“preebed’ by the potterior of a surprised 
homeowner in the act of bending over 
to pick wp his morning paper. 

“The flest draft of the art, subimit- 
ted by the very talented and cre- 
ative fand clearly somewhat irrever- 
ent) Morganton, Nat, artist Robb 
Pritchard, (whe does all Cabs tin art) 
was a litth more “bar-bones® (or bare- 
something) than the final product. 
I had te ask Robb to create a pair cof 
fancy polka-cot boxers.” 


Altadis 
Aliadis USA is the nation's largest 
purvever Of pipe tobacco jehmars as 
well). Paul Creasy, general manager 
al its pipe tohaceo divishom (and cur- 
rently chairman of the Pipe Tobacco 
Council), get a big chuckle out of 
tobacco rane. 

Creasy estimates 30 percent of all 
tebaceo LAE 
hawe a pauti- 
cal = theme, 
and = Enelich 
themes: are 
the next mol 
popular, while 
numbers were 
eepecially pope 
ular in the 


1960s and 
Los. 

He  lauwgh- 
ingly points 


io one of his mainstay 

brands, Mixture 79, in production 
since the 192006: “There's never been a 
Mixture 78." For his Amaratta Ne. 777, 
“Where's number 76) What's become 
al 778?" He also observes there are mo 








“Mixture #1" tobacons and rhetorically 
asks, "Why?" 

Creasy compares today's pipe tobac- 
co business with the wine business— 
there are hundreds more brands today 
than 20) years ago, but each brand 
appeals to smaller market segments. 
“Years ago only 5 percent of our sales 
were in premium tobaceo, 94 [percemt] 
in mass-market brands. Today, I'd say 
up to 30 percent of tobacco sales are 
premium, with mass-market brands at 
TU Or so percent." 

He sees the trend to premiurn 
brands continuing a: mass market 
outlets take pipe (and other) tobacco 
off their shrelwes amd taxes and pestric- 
tive new legislation make it tougher 
to sell at the mass-market retail level. 
Specialty stones amd the Internet are 
becoming mone of the mainstay of the 
business, he said. (Other brand manag- 
ers agree with him. They all say rec- 
ammendations fram knowledgeable 
tobaceo store employees are critical to 

SLICE. | 
He alsa says 
amokers btocay 
are more oom 
mitted to their 
indulgence than 
im Wears past. 

But commit: 
ted = cusbomers 
or not, market 


ing his blends 
if fiuch more 
difficult than 


marketing wines, he 

said. “Although we have 
an easier time identifying our target 
audience, we're limited to where we 
can advertise: mo radio, no TV." Sa, 
he says, he spends most of his mar- 
keting budget on prometion—that is, 


he widely and generously distributes 
tobacce samples at shows and to pipe 
clubs, 

He algo agrees that packaging is 
more important to pipe tobacco sales 
than other product sales. 


4noggins 

Rich Gottlich, founder and owner of 
Internet-based 4nogging, got his start 
in the busines: on eBay. “1 had an 
extra tin of tobaceo, and on a whim, 
listed it on eBay and made a ridiculous 
profit, something mear $60. Se | did 
it again and made $20! Clearly, 
my interest was piqued." 

li waen’t the money from these 
aales that convinced Crottlich to 
leave a successtul career in the 
auto industry (he'd owned and 
managed car dealerships), but 
rather all the mail he recelved 
from folks in fereien countries, 
asking to buy tobacco. “I found a 
big void in the marketplace. There 
was a huge demand from overseas 
that no one was filling.” 

To make a bour-phrase story out of 
three years of angst: Rich quit his job 
ata Volvo dealership, got licensed, cre 
ated a Web site and was “in business" 
shipping tinned tobacco iinternation- 
ally. 

“| didn't change careers to turn a 
hebby into a living: it was a business 
decision. | was determined to be suc- 
cessful.” 

So why did he begin create his own 
tobacco bhends? 

“To ensure a captive audience amd 
generate repeat business,” Gottlieb 
fad. 

“People were coming bo my Webb 
‘shore’ to buy fins, pipes and accesso 
rles.” he said. “l wanted a way to guar- 
antee they'd come hack As | read online 
pipe forums amd spoke with customers, 
[ realized other people were successful 
with proprietary blends. | figured it was 
something | should do" 

He began to experiment with tobac- 
co blends he liked of imagined, aggres- 
sively solicited customer input and 
evaluations, pot a good reception and, 
more importantly, got good orders 
and reorders. “My Lord Methely was 
blended for, and with input from, the 
actual “Lotd Methely,’ who lives in 
Weal Yorkshire, UK. so | named it 


after him. | post two pounds to him 
micnthiy." 

Some of Gattlieh's other early blend 
names have similar obvieus begin- 
nings: Catamount, Covered Bridges 
and Killington are all Verment loons 
(Grottlich lives in Vermeanti; Jesu and 
Britt's blends are nanved for his chil- 
dren; and Essence of Vermont, with its 
maple flavor, i6 easy to figure out. 

The origin of the Bald Headed 
Teacher, Three Blind Moose and Prairie 







Wind names i a bit more obscure. 
They come from the same places Craig 
Tarler's and Mary McMiel’s manves ofig- 
inate: anywhere and everywhere. 

Bald Headed Teacher is from a lyric 
Caottlieb and his wife heard at a funky 
calypso bar; Three Blind Moose came 
from a tralfic stop one night ona rural 
Vermont road (the moose wouldn't 
move off the road and Gottlieb’s wile 
asked, as even flashing high beame 
failed to motivate the 1,800-pound 
monsters off the highway, “Are those 
three moose blind?'); and Down by 
the River, Prairie Wind and Harvest 
Moon are Nell Young songs. (Mell 
Young is Gottleb's favorite musi- 
clan.| 

Gaottlich, like Creasy, sees 
a similarity between tobacco 
and wine. “lt's overwhelming 
when you walk into a wine 
ater. There are thousands of 
bottles te choose Cram; b's the 
names that make you reach out 
and look at one instead of any 
al the others.” 

He continued, “Names 
attract ... amd a geod one might 
gel someone bo try tt. | don't use 
my names to describe precisely what's 


in the tin; they don't ‘say’ anyihing, 
except | think they sound good" 

Geico spends chose to $500 million 
4 year advertising to make it gecko, 
cavemen and “the money veu'll save* 
memorable. For met tobacco mer 
chants, even the thought of advertis- 
ing is barely a pipe dreann. 

$0 what we find as we peruse the 
shelves of tobacco shops, read online 
retailer offerings and look at the lists 
of tohaeco names on Tobaccokeviews, 
com iia mix of traditional, numbers 
and blends; fanciful figments of sone- 
one's imagination: and good basic 

business sense 

Elegant emius, blind moanse and 

friendly frags may mot reach the 
mass-market cult status of Geico's 
gecko, and J doubt anyone is going 
to apin off a TV series about a bald- 
headed teacher a la the cavemen, 
but for the brotherhood of the briar, 
these figures represent untold hours 
of pure enjoyment They are signs 
el good taste. They sionify a commil- 
ment to quality and perhaps, by their 
very mature, offer ws some insight 
beyond what's in the tin and inte the 
hearts and minds of those whe rick 
their personal fortune and their own 
good names filling those tins 

So a5 1 sit putfing on a Peterson filled 
with Prowoat, my two favorite Soottikh 
product: close at hand toy bweed jack- 
et, complete with elbow patches, keeps 
me warm, and a glass of a distinctive 
distilled elixiz of the single malt per- 
suacion keeps me warmer, | thank 
the Mary McNiels, Craig Tarlers, Paul 
Creasys and Bich Gottliebs, and their 
many compatriots, for making my days 
and evenings just a litthe more enjoy- 
able and @ lot more Daworful. Pe 
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Chicagoland International Pipe & Tobacciana Show 


The Chicagoland [International Pipe & Tobacciana Show will be 












held May 1.2, 2000, at the Pheasant Run Resort, 4081 East Main 
St, St (Charkes, IL 60074. Reservation telephone numbers are 
A00.0909 2019 o¢ GOO SR 6400, Mention the sieew and receive a 
special ream cate. For oeore information, comtact Frank Gurla at 
S27 LL; eamail: pbbwlotaotconr or visit the show's Web 


site ak www. chdonenplpesirow cme. 


CORPS Pipe Show 
The 26th Anmual CORPS (Conclave OF Richmond Mpe Sovpkers) 
Ripe Smokers’ Celehration and Exposition will be hele! Friday, 





‘4 











Oe. 1, through Sunikay, Oct. 3, 2010, at the Holiday Inn Select 
Koger South Conference Center, LOS00 Midkwthian Turnpike, 





Richman, Va. Mention the CORPS of "pipe smokers" for 





special room mites. For more information or bo reserve a table, 
contact CORPS at 0. Box 2464, Chestedtbeld, VA 29842: phone: 


S04 Sd 200761; eamaik ceocirvettcorpipeunokers.ong, Web site: 
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Greater Kandas City Pipe Club Show 
The lith annual Greater Karas City Pipe Club Show will be 





hekd June 227, 2000, at the KCl Exper Center, near the Kl 





apart. Contact the teobel at 216.801 440K! anc mention the 





show for special rates. There will be a buffet on Friday might, a 





Saturday night banquet and a Sunday smoking contest. Raffle 





prizes will be available om berth das. For aaktiticxmal informa- 





tion, visit the Greater Kansas City Pipe (Club's Web site at wer. 





shepipectebcom, or contact Chuinton Wells at 816.223.9506; 







mail: qadmoniykrpinectalcor. 





Milwaukee Pipe Show 


The Milwaukee Area Pipe Society (MAIS) will host its Ltkh 





annual Pipe Show/Swap on Saturday, June 19, 2000, at the 





Clarion Hetel and Conference Center, Airport, 3411 Howell 
Ave. Milwaukee, WW) 34207. Contact the hebel at 414.461.2400 


for reservations, mentioning the shaw for special pon rabes. Foor 







complebe show information, contact the Milwaukee Area Pipe 
Society at PA. Box L?4, Elm Grove, WI SS122401 Fa: Web site: 


WH wiles pinesacety com, or contact Team Pellowski at 











[patos cae wy tr core. 





Hew York Pipe Show 
The 17th annual New York Pipe Show will be held on 





Saturday, March 14 beginning at 10 am. at the Wyndham 





(formerty Ramaala) Newark International Aiqport Hobel, phone: 





07 .B24 40K Special room rates are available by oention- 





Ine the Pape show discount wher FeServing, a Maechn- For mere 





information comtact Rich Exsecman at 238 Averigg Ave.. Unit 0, 















Passaic, Mp O05; email: riacuralvuesterereol. cor. 





Raleigh Pipe Show 
Che Tangle Area Pipe Sovokecs (TAPS) will host the (4th amnual 
TARS Pipe and Tobacco Expo on Saturday, Apml 10, 2010, from 9 
a.m. te 40 p.m. at the North Carolina State Fairgrounds in the 
Governor james G. Martin Buikling in Raleigh, Nic. For mere 
information contact TAPS at S19 §4R4ehSS; email: pipechiesie 
nono Web sites waewotayscti ia. 


West Coast Pipe Show 
The second annual West Coast Pipe Show will be feld Nov. 
fF, 2010, at the Palace Station Hetel & Casino. Smoking will 
be allowed in the entire show area, including in the new smerk- 
ing lounge incorpeabed into the ballroom. There will also be 2 
Friday night poker towmanvent hosted by the show commit 


ee. 





For West Coast Pipe Show pomm rates, contact the Palace Station 
Hotel & Casing at BMG LOD: Web site: www poloceshniien. 
en. For table reservations and other information, contact Steve 
OF Meill at 956 East S00) South, Lewiston, UT &4a20; phone: 
133.258.5491; email: stevettwestomesipipshow.com; Web site: 


War Wes icaA ED pee Cure, 





Pipes and tobaccos magazine PRIME Retailers 


Please patronize these P&T PRIME retailers—shops that have dedicated 
themselves to the service of discerning pipe smokers everywhere. 





4noggins.com 

Wi shige can 

40 Court SL. 
Middlebury, VI 05754 
402.382.1699 

BU 344.5126 


Al Pascia 

Wi dl pascia.con 
Via Tomine 61 
20123 Milano, Italy 
+3902 Bp S 597 
+3002 Bods 272? 


Bixgaard Pipes 

Wwe iad eles con 
Jeppe Aakjers Vej 9 
S400 Bbelpoalt 
Denmark 

445.8634 1007 


Cigar & Tahac Lid. 
BSR W. 15th $i 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
913.381 5597 


Cup O' Joe's 

WWE Cupane: cone 

959 State Route 9 
Sulte T 

Queensbury, WY 12804 
416.615.0107 

SBE.689 6876 


Davidus Cigars Ltd. 
(sewen hocations| 
Wier datas co 
SOU OB Fd 1 Op 


Davidus Cigars 


Diamond Crown Cigar Lounge 


2134 Generals Highway 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
4ALOA?S.1212 


Dawidus Cigars 

Diamond Crown Cigar Lounge 
180 Baltimore National 
Fike 

Ellicott City, MD 2in4 
410.480.4810 


Davidus Cigars 
11S West Patrick St. 
Frederick, MID 21702 
F066 660 


Davidus Cigars 
Diamond Crown Cigar 
Lounge 

15922 Shady Growe Road 
raithersburg, ME 20877 
301 963.2400 


Davidus Cigars 
Diamond Crown Clipar 
Lounge 

4116 Olney-Sandy Spring 
Bova 

Olney, MD 20832 

401 2600768 


Davidus Cigars 
Diamend Crown Cigar 
Lourege 

11642 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 
S01 BBL 1103 


Davidus Cigars 
Diamond Crown Cigar 
Lourie 

A925 Fingerboard Toad 
Urbana, MI 21704 
401841100) 


ie La Concha 

Wear ebronicin cen 
1390 bth Ave. & 57th St. 
frew York, Wi DOL 
P12 757 3167 

BAS CTGARA 

(Ba Fe 2 


Fader's (three locations) 
vet fierce 


Bi ooO 3249 


Store Warehouse Location 
#5 Allegheny Awe. 

Towson, MID 21204 

410 B28 4555 


Valley Village Shopping 
Genter 

174 Reisterstown Road 
Owings Mills, ME 21117 
410-364-7799 


40) West Shopping Center 
728 North Holling load 
Catonsville MD 21228 
410-744-9090 


Greentree: Tobacco Co. lec. 
Wik greentreetubaccy vet 

137 Ege Harbor Road, P-2 
Sewell, Nj CHOG0) 

$56.47 4.40010 


Habana Premium Smoke 
Shoppe 

WH piperdinicigars core 
Exclusive retailer of Seattle 
Pipe Club Blends 

1537 Central Ave. 

Albany, NY 12205 
S1B.690. 1293 

SO 494.9144 


Iwan Kies & Co, 
Ww Warnes cet 
19 4. Wabash 
Chicago, IL oieoa 
S0.621.1457 


Just For Him 

we atric 
1334 East Battlefield 
Springfield, MAO G5a0h4 
417 486.8480) 


NealPipes 

Wi redtn pes, come 
Via Hajech 2 
20129 Milano, ltaly 
439.446. 984 2452 


Park-Lane Tobaccenist 
Wie olgnunndnnes cont 
15 Park Ave. 

Clifton Park, WY LS 
S18.37 1@A5H (6274) 


Payless Pipes 

WA per leanne cove 
S01 Saint Charles Ave, 
Box 4 

ew Qileans, LA 70070 
Bie P47 S47 


Pipes 2 Smoke 

Wl pipes 2enhoke. con 

477 Biddelle Ave. #1721 
Toronto, (intario, Caracas. 
Mot LE 

416.046.1338 

BAA FRE AL 


Pulver Briar 

WW! pil bersbriar. oon 
Poo. Boo 61 146 

Pale Alto, CA O4 306 
650965. 7403 


Smoking pi pes com 
bea es cont 
2 East Highway 90 
Lime River, 30 24566. 
BAS 28 Lo, 


The Briary Fipe & Tobacco 
Shop 

Wad (helio can 

HA Oak Growe Road 
Homewood, AL 4520 
25.94 201 

Bie a2y Azro 


Up Down Cigar 
bw Pde gar. con 
15450 North Wells 
Chicago, IL 606i 
A12 447 BOSS 
LSB? aed 


Pipes and tobaccos 


magazine 
PRIME Retailers. 





Visit us today! 
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Pipe by Adam Devidsan . Photo by Gregory 












ra bys) uit The Bria ry Home of the best values in quality pipes, 
You'll find southern 


hospitality and charm at 


its best when you visit 


including Caviechi, Northern Griars and the 


superb hanelmacle pipes of Birmingham carver 
Skip Elliott. 


our Vin tage, Fully restored 
1899 farmhouse shop in 
Homewood, Alabama. 
Yankees are welcome. Enjoy 
a pipe in our smoking room, 
relax in the ambience of 
The Briary and browse our 
extensive pipe and tebacce 
selections. We'll treat you 
to acup of coffee and some 
great conversation. The 
Briary, with more than 55 
years of staff experience, 
serving discriminating pipe 


smokers everywhe re. Y'all 





; 
COLE. | 


VISIT OUR STORE | 


CONTACT US 
609 Oak Grove Road Tel: 877-3BRIARY 
Homewood, AL 35208 or Af 7-327-4279 


We do not have a catal Fax: 205-942-9080 


Visit our Mventory at www.thebriary.com 


ihre lel -t-sekan take 5 i 
agenius... 4 
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®...to Pan where to find the best selection of 
"Pipes and Pipe Tobaccos on the planet! 
_CupOJoes .com 
The Pipe Experts 
IMrolelomelsicnelewee 


